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FRIEND OF THE CITY OF FAIRVIEW HEIGHTS, 

Thank you for taking the time to review the first Fairview Heights Parks & Recreation Master 
Plan. A master plan is a document that guides direction for future growth that is comprehensive 
and long-range in scope and identifies goals and objectives the agency wants to achieve; a 
living document that is not set in stone and complements the City’s Mission, Vision, and Core 
Values. The Master Plan will take a look at what was accomplished and identify where we head 
over the next five to ten years. Parks and open space and recreation are prime components of 
livable communities, an essential public service providing natural respite and access to physical 
activity. A dynamic park and recreation system offers health benefits and social and economic 
value, offering restorative effects to the mind and body as well as boosting property values. 
Surveys throughout the country often cite parks and recreation as a toprated amenity within 
communities. City Council and Parks & Recreation staff are committed to providing the best 
experiences for residents and guests and these initiatives are further enhanced by way of the 
City’s public and private community partners. Recognizing the importance and value of parks and 
recreation in the community, the City of Fairview Heights strives to be responsive to residents, 
while balancing the diverse recreation interests of the city. This is accomplished through the 
creation and implementation of the Master Plan that provides an in-depth view of the resources, 
programs, and services.

The Park & Recreation Master Plan provides essential guidance in long-term decision-making 
while establishing goals and priorities based on current and needed open space and recreation 
offerings. This means taking care of existing amenities, preserving open space, and making 
Fairview Height’s parks wonderful places to enjoy now and into the future. No matter how you 
choose to recreate, there is no shortage of ways to enjoy all that The City of Fairview Heights 
offers. The Fairview Heights Parks and Recreation is privileged to serve this involved community 
and looks forward to continually providing high-quality park and recreation services that make an 
attractive and healthy place to live, work, and play.

Sincerely,

Mark T. Kupsky  |  Mayor
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
PROJECT OVERVIEW

In the spring of 2022, the City of Fairview Heights, 
Illinois engaged a team of park planners and 
other professionals that included The Fource 
Group, Hutchison Solutions and Planning Design 
Studio to create a Parks and Recreation Master 
Plan.  The purpose of the plan was to create a 
community-driven guide for expansion, updates 
and renovations to Fairview Height’s city parks and 

recreation facilities over the next ten years.  The 
master plan determines future expansion needs, 
documents the priorities of the community and 
identifies potential opportunities for new recreation 
programming and facilities.  The master plan 
process involved public engagement throughout 
the planning process. 
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COMMUNITY 
OVERVIEW/DEMOGRAPHICS

The City of Fairview Heights is a vibrant community 
of over 16,143, located in southern Illinois. The 
City is located in St. Clair County, approximately 12 
miles east of downtown St. Louis and less than 10 
miles northwest of Scott Air Force Base. Fairview 
Heights is also within the Metro East region, the 
second most urbanized area in the State, behind 
only Chicago. The City is a predominantly single-
family residential community that is supported by a 
strong regional shopping hub.

Fairview Heights is served predominantly by two 
school districts: Grant Community Consolidated 
School District 110 and Pontiac-William Holliday 
School District 105. Schools contribute significantly 
to local quality of life and the desirability of a 
community to potential future residents.

The estimated population of Fairview Heights is 
16,143 according to the US Census Bureau’s 2020 
American Community Survey. Other important 
demographic information is shown below.

Key Facts: 
‣ 2020 Population: 16,143 
‣ Median Age: 40.0 
‣ State Median Age: 37.4 
‣ Individuals with a Disability: 10.4% 
‣ National Average: 8.5% 
‣ Median Household Income: $47,321 
‣ Illinois Median Household Income: $68, 428
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PARK SYSTEM OVERVIEW

OTHER RECREATIONAL PROVIDERS

The Fairview Heights park system includes 7 parks, 
which are listed below, and shown on Figure 1. 

Information about each park and a summary 
of the planning team’s observations and 
initial recommendations are provided on the 
following pages.

‣	 Moody Park | 97.2 ac

‣	 Pleasant Ridge Park | 94.3 ac

‣	 The Rec Complex of Fairview Heights | 30.8 ac

‣	 Old Lincoln Trail Park | 7.5 ac

‣	 French Village Park | 5.6 ac

‣	 Lexington Park | 0.3 ac

‣	 Fox Creek Park | 0.15 ac

Several other parks and recreational 
opportunities exist around Fairview Heights 
that complement the services provided by 
the city. These include one recreation area, 
one Khoury League field facility, and eleven 
parks provided by the State of Illinois, St. Clair 
County, two townships and five municipalities.

Figure 1
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COMMUNITY INPUT

Determination of the needs, desires and priorities 
of Fairview Heights residents guided the 
master planning process and was paramount in 
determining the master plan recommendations. 
Community input was gathered throughout the 
planning process in various forms. An internet-
based survey focused on parks and recreation was 
conducted in order to determine the recreational 
needs of Fairview Heights residents and the 
adequacy of current facilities and programming at 
meeting those needs. The survey found that the 
highest priorities for new facilities among Fairview 
Heights residents were community space, outdoor 
aquatics, baseball/softball fields, soccer fields 
and new walking and biking trails. The highest 
priorities for new programming items were a 
farmer’s market, outdoor aquatics, soccer leagues, 
community gardens, and pickleball.

The planning team met with user groups who 
have vested interests in the future of the parks. 
These included sports teams who use city-
owned facilities, various clubs & organizations, 
representatives from local schools, and many 
others. The planning team asked representatives 
from these groups targeted questions in order to 
gain an understanding of how the groups use the 
parks and their vision for the future of the park 
system.   

Public meetings were held throughout the 
planning process to gather input on needs and 
desires, to keep the community informed about 
the master plan progression, to present concepts 
and proposed improvements, and solicit feedback 
to incorporate into the plan. In the first public 
meeting, the attendees participated in a group 
work session and communicated that their top 
priorities for park improvements at the various 
Fairview Heights parks.  Detailed descriptions of 
the public input received was incorporated into the 
master plan can be found in the Community Input 
section of this document. During the second public 
meeting, proposed improvements for each park 
were reviewed with the public and participants 
provided valuable feedback to the proposed 
improvements. 
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PARK L AND & FACILITY ANALYSIS

A park land, distribution, and facilities analysis was 
completed as part of the master planning process. 
The park land analysis is an evaluation of the total 
amount of park land and the amount of park land 
within each park size category. The park land 
distribution analysis evaluated the extent residents 
in all parts of the city have access to park land. 
The recreation facilities inventory compared the 
availability of various types of recreation facilities 
within Fairview Heights to benchmark standards 
based on Fairview Heights’ population.

PARK LAND:  
When considering just parks and park land 
owned by Fairview Heights, the city has enough 
Metropolitan Park acres to meet current standards. 
However, when factoring in the existing city park 
land, the standard suggests that the city would 
need an additional:

‣	 10 acres of Neighborhood Park land

‣	 9 acres of District Park land

‣	 97 acres of Regional Park land

The acquisition of additional park land should 
continue to be a long-term goal of the City of 
Fairview Heights to meet the gaps listed above. 

PARK LAND DISTRIBUTION:  
From a park land distribution standpoint, most of 
the city is covered by one or more of the service 
areas which means residents should have access 
to a close park. However, three areas are not 
covered. These areas are:

‣	 The NW corner of Fairview Heights along 
the bluffs does not have any parks within a 
walkable distance. The recommendations for 
this area would be to build trails or greenways 
along Bunkum Road to better connect this 
area with other parks in the city.

‣	 The area around Hwy 50 /Hwy 159 intersection 
does not have any parks within walkable 
distance. This area is an excellent site for 
the City of Fairview Heights to re-develop 
urban concrete parking lots into usable 
community-centered spaces that complement 
the commercial development. A Farmer’s 
Market and/or community space with urban 
park elements should be explored and the city 
should take advantage of the numerous grant 
opportunities to purchase and develop an 
urban park.

‣	 The SE corner of the city does not have any 
city-owned parks within walking distance. 
However, there are two non-city-owned open 
spaces within walking distance that residents 
could use. To the NE is St. Ellen Mine Park, 

a county park with walking trails. In addition, 
Lakeview Memorial Gardens Cemetery is close 
by which has over 80 acres of open space 
for passive walking or running.  Residents 
could gain easier access the cemetery if the 
city built a multi-use path along Frank Scott 
Parkway.

RECREATION FACILITY INVENTORY:  
The recreation facility analysis inventoried only 
facilities owned and managed by Fairview Heights. 
The results of this analysis show that Fairview 
Heights falls short of benchmark standards in 
about 1/3rd of the recreational categories. These 
categories include:

‣	 Trails (need 6 miles)

‣	 Basketball Courts (need 2 courts)

‣	 Outdoor Amphitheaters (need 1)

‣	 Soccer Fields (need 1 filed)

‣	 Tennis Courts (need 1 court)
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CONCEPT PLAN

The concept plan covers four subject areas: 
1. New Park Land Considerations 
2. Maintenance and Improvement of Existing Facilities/Amenities  
3. Other Future Considerations  
4. Trail Considerations. See the overall master plan map below

Pleasant Ridge 
Park

• Replace all restrooms.
• Create a scenic wedding 

venue.
• Determine public’s desire 

to save the log cabin.
• Add roadside parking near 

dog run area.

New Urban 
Park

• Farmers Market
• Food Truck Park
• Playground
• Amphitheater
• Splash Pad

• Add picnic pavilion 
& loop walking trail.

• Clear honeysuckle 
and level top of hill 
to open up park.

Moody Park

French Village 
Park

• Add small picnic 
pavilion.

• Add shade trees 
along road.

Lexington
 Park

• Add shade trees and 
shrubs along E/W 
property lines to 
define park 
boundaries.

Fox Creek
 Park

• Replace restroom to 
meet ADA.

• Add ornamental 
fence along road.

• Add loop walking 
trail.

Old Lincoln 
Trail Park

• Relocate football field to the 
former ice rink site.

• Develop the land west of Ruby 
Ln. for trails, disk golf, biking. 

• Replace outdated restrooms to 
meet ADA and all-season use.

• Correct ADA issues throughout 
park.

• Evaluate future use of central 
green space.

• Reconstruct parking lots.

Rec Complex

• Either add outdoor aquatic 
center or expand gym 
west of existing building.

• Add restroom next to 
track.

• Develop practice field or 
multi-purpose courts in 
NW field.

FAIRVIEW HEIGHTS 
PARKS & RECREATION MASTER PLAN

NEW PARK LAND CONSIDERATIONS: 
Opportunities for the acquisition of additional 
park land should continue to be a goal. When an 
opportunity presents itself, it should be evaluated 
based on the specific conditions of the potential 
site, along with the intended future recreation use 
prior to final acquisition. Additional considerations 
regarding new park land include:

‣	 Explore a dedicated space for a Farmers 
Market/Community City Center at Hwy 50 / 
Hwy 159 in a new urban park.

‣	 Additionally, confirm space is also allocated 
for park functions such as playgrounds, an 
amphitheater, and open space within the new 
urban park.

‣	 The City should evaluate entering into a 
long-term use partnership agreement with 
Caseyville Township for the use of the former 
Khoury League fields located off Bunkum 
Road next to City Hall. 
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‣	 Moody Park:

•	 Relocate the existing football field to the 
former ice rink site, developing that site as 
a destination football venue.

•	 Develop a 5-year improvement plan to 
address the following items:

•	 Systematic reconstruction of all parking 
lots.

•	 Address and correct ADA issues throughout 
the park.

•	 Replace outdated restrooms near the 
football field and the recently constructed 
playground, with the goal being all 
restrooms in the park meet current ADA 
guidelines.

•	 Develop the rolling land west of Ruby 
Lane for uses such as an 18-hole disc golf 
course, a bicycle pump track or mountain 
bike course.

•	 Evaluate long-term future uses for central 
green space immediately west of open 
pavilion festival area. Potential uses could 
include rentable special event venue/ 
summer day camp, splash pad, or food 
truck venue.

MAINTENANCE AND IMPROVEMENT OF EXISTING FACILITIES/AMENITIES:  

•	 Pleasant Ridge Park:

•	 Determine the public’s desire to save the 
existing log cabin. If desire to preserve 
the cabin is strong, identify potential 
partnering agency to spearhead the 
preservation effort, with the City’s 
assistance.

•	 Systematically replace all existing comfort 
stations over a 3-year period.

•	 Repurpose one pavilion area to create a 
scenic wedding venue.

•	 Add roadside parking adjacent to the 
existing open dog area.

•	 Perform a trail assessment survey on 
nature trails and implement report 
recommendations.

•	 The REC Complex

•	 Option #1: Consider adding an outdoor 
aquatic complex west of the existing Rec 
building.

•	 Option #2: Expand gym to provide more 
space for indoor sports like volleyball, 
pickleball or indoor soccer.

•	 Construct a permanent restroom 
building near the running track for use by 
nonbuilding members.

•	 Lengthen walking path and route it through 
more of the property.

•	 Develop a practice field (soccer/lacrosse) 
and/or pickleball multi-purpose courts on 
the northwest side of the site.
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‣	 Old Lincoln Trail Park

•	 Perform needed maintenance activities such 
as property line fencing and tree care for the 
existing large legacy cottonwood tree.

•	 Update/reconstruct existing restrooms, to 
bring the restrooms into ADA compliance.

•	 Add additional fencing at road edge of park for 
better roadside legibility.

‣	 French Village Park

•	 Add a picnic pavilion and looping walking trail 
to expand the use of the park.

‣	 Lexington Park

•	 Consider adding a small picnic pavilion and 
shade trees to make the area more welcoming 
and usable.

‣	 Fox Creek Park include:

•	 Add landscape improvements to provide more 
shade and better define the park space.

OTHER FUTURE CONSIDERATIONS:

‣	 Other: There is a private not-for-proift 
organization that will contribute to the 
recreation offerings of the community through 
a planned use of city-owned proerty at the 
intersection of Bunkum Road and Old Lincoln 
Trail adjacent to Grant Elementary School.  
The organiztion will lease land through the 
City for a proposed sculputre park.  

‣	 Hiring of Additional Park & Recreation Staff:  
As proposed new additions and improvements 
become reality, adding more park staff to 
operate and maintain the park assets will be 
of critical importance. Staff with experience 
in event management, turf/field management, 
horticulture, and forestry will provide noticeable 
benefits to the park system and larger Fairview 
Heights community.
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TRAIL CONSIDERATIONS:   
Trail improvements should focus on maximizing 
safe connections between parks. The planned 
Bunkum Road Trail is the first phase of a trail 
system intended to eventually link several parks in 
Fairview Heights. Future trail connections to parks 
are outlined below.

‣	 Reach: Bunkum Road to Pleasant Ridge Road

•	 Trail Type: Local Trail

•	 Parks Connected: The REC and Pleasant 
Ridge Park

‣	 Reach: Old Lincoln Trail to Bunkum Road

•	 Trail Type: Bike Route (On-Street)

•	 Parks/Destinations Connected: Old Lincoln 
Trail Park and MetroLink Station

‣	 Reach: Lincoln Trail to Bunkum Road

•	 Trail Type: Bike Route (On-Street)

•	 Parks Connected: Moody Park and Former Ice 
Rink site (Future Football Field Venue)

‣	 Although no current trail connections are 
planned to the following parks, future 
connection opportunities should continue to 
be investigated in order for these parks to be 
connected to the larger system.

•	 French Village Park

•	 Lexington Mini Park

•	 Fox Creek Mini Park
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IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES GENERAL ACTION PL AN

The Fairview Heights Parks and Recreation Master 
Plan provides a strategy of meeting recreation 
needs for the next 10 years. The master plan 
describes several potential implementation 
strategies and funding methods to assist the Parks 
& Recreation Department’s effort to implement, 
fund, and accomplish the recommendations in this 
plan. See master plan document for additional 
detail on these strategies.

It is reasonable to assume that the successful 
implementation of the master plan will be achieved 
by utilizing a combination of the previously 
mentioned funding sources. For the largest and 
most costly projects, the use of bonds, leveraged 
bonds, or similar municipal financing is the most 
realistic. The small to medium projects should be 
funded by other sources such as grants, donations, 
and self-help activities. 

FORMAL PLAN ADOPTION 
The first action item the City should seek to 
accomplish is support of the Plan, and the formal 
adoption of the plan by the City Council. This gives 
the plan legitimacy and spreads the responsibility 
for its implementation throughout the municipal 
organization.

DEVELOPMENT OF PLAN CHAMPIONS 
The City should continue to promote and 
encourage secondary support groups to champion 
the implementation of the Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan.

ONGOING CONSENSUS BUILDING 
It is important that consensus building continue 
throughout implementation of the plan. An 
informed public with “knowledge” and “ownership” 
in the plan will help keep the process moving 
forward.

PHASING 
Completing recommendations in phases that can 
be implemented over time is a prudent approach 
to implementation. The focus of “priority” phases 
should be on improvements that have the most 
impact or highest priority among the residents or 
on improvements that improve the health, safety 
and welfare of the park users.

THE ACTION PLAN 
The Action Plan focuses on three levels of action 
for implementing various aspects of the plan 
based on the preferred time frame for realization. 
These three levels are: Priority Projects, Mid-Term 
Projects, and Long-Term Projects. The Priority List 
covers implementation of the projects from years 
2023-2025. Note that the Priority Projects are not 
listed in priority order and that any priority project 
may be pre-empted by a strategic land acquisition 
opportunity. The Mid Term project list includes 
projects anticipated to occur between years 2026-
2029. Long Term projects are planned to occur in 
years 2030-2034.
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PRIORITY PROJECT LIST

• All Parks: ADA Compliance Report to correct 
ADA issues

• Moody Park: Replace Restrooms

• REC: Add Gym

• REC: Add Crosswalk (signalization) Public 

• Pleasant RDG: Replace Restrooms

• Pleasant RDG: Replace Pavilions

• Pleasant RDG: Add Wedding Venue

• Pleasant RDG: Add Roadside parking near dog 
run

• Pleasant RDG: Replace Playground

• Urban Park: Community/City Center/Farmers 
Market/Food Truck

•	 Urban Park: Destination Multi-Generational 
Playground

•	 Urban Park: Amphitheater & Splash Pad

•	 Lexington Park: Shade Trees along road

•	 Fox Creek Park: Shade Trees along E/W 
property line

MID-TERM PROJECT LIST

•	 Moody Park: Evaluate future use of Central 
green space master plan

•	 Moody Park: Pickleball Courts (3) with shade 
plaza

•	 Moody Park: Solve drainage problem and 
reconstruct small playground

•	 Moody Park: Reconstruct parking lots (2)

•	 REC: Add restroom next to Track

•	 REC: Add Pickleball Courts outside (3) with 
shade 

•	 French Village: Add small picnic Pavilion

•	 Lincoln Trail: Replace restroom

•	 Lincoln Trail:	Replace Fence along the back of 
homes

•	 Lexington Park: Add small pavilion

LONG-TERM PROJECT LIST 

•	 Moody Park: Football Field relocation to Ice 
Rink location

•	 Moody Park: Moody Plus/Ruby Lane west area 
site plan

•	 Moody Park: Park Maintenance & Public 
Works Secure Compound with Public Works

•	 REC: Aquatic Center- Outdoor

•	 REC: Expand Walking Path

•	 French Village: Add loop Walking Path

•	 French Village: Add ornamental Fence along 
the road

PILOT PROJECT 
Starting off with one complete, high-impact 
project can increase visibility and community 
support for the Parks and Recreation Master Plan. 
In this strategy, the master plan recommendations 
are fully implemented at one time, early in the 
implementation process. The project should 
be highly visible and increase the recreational 
opportunities in the City. This creates tangible 
results that the community can observe and 
immediately start to utilize. This can build 
momentum for the plan and help to recruit 
champions that will support and advocate for the 
plan’s full implementation.
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INTRODUCTION
PURPOSE OF THE PL AN

Parks master plans ensure that a city is meeting 
the recreational needs of the community and 
that recreational needs will continue to be met 
as a community changes over time. Having a 
high-quality system of parks, greenways, and 
recreation opportunities increases the quality of 
life for community residents and helps to create 
an attractive and desirable place to live. Parks and 
greenway master plans focus on improving the 
physical structure and components of a city’s parks 
and its greenway network.

The City of Fairview Heights, Illinois embarked 
on a Parks and Greenways Master Plan with a 
planning team consisting of The Fource Group, 
Hutchison Solutions, and Planning Design Studio 
in April of 2022. The goal of the master plan is to 
guide development of Fairview Heights’ parks and 
greenways over the next decade.

Parks and greenway master plans are community-
driven, meaning that public input is a critical 
component in the planning process. This ensures 
that the plan’s recommendations are tailored to 
the needs and desires of the unique community. 
Parks and greenway master plans build community 
support and enthusiasm for park improvements 
and new recreation facilities. Park and greenway 
master plans create a blueprint for implementing 
needed capital improvement projects. Strategically 
identifying and prioritizing projects allows the city 
to make the best use of available funds to achieve 
a high-quality recreation system. The plan helps to 
identify funding strategies for the implementation 
of improvements. These strategies can multiply 
the impact of invested capital by making use of 
creative alternate funding strategies.
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MASTER PLANNING PROCESS 

COMMUNITY INPUT

The planning process for the Fairview Heights 
Parks and Recreation Master Plan includes three 
primary phases:

1. Data Collection, Analysis, 
and Needs Assessment

2. Concept Development and 
Preliminary Master Plan

3. Final Master Plan

The first phase, Data Collection, Analysis, and 
Needs Assessment involves a broad collection 
of information on the existing conditions of the 
City’s parks, an overview of the community 
context, and its demographic characteristics. The 
existing conditions of each park are assessed by 
the planning team. The Data Collection phase 

also includes collection of public input through an 
online community survey.

This phase also includes a park land distribution 
analysis and a park facilities analysis. The park 
land distribution analysis examines the amount of 
park land available compared to benchmarks based 
on the City’s population, and the distribution of 
park land throughout the city. The park facilities 
analysis compares Fairview Heights’ existing 
recreation facilities to benchmarks based on the 
City’s population. The result of the analysis is a 
recommendation for additional parks or facilities 
that would help Fairview Heights adequately serve 
the recreation needs of the entire population

During the Concept Development and Preliminary 
Master Plan phase, the planning team then 

synthesizes the information gathered into 
concept recommendations for each park, and 
for the park system overall. This phase includes 
the development of a program statement for the 
master plan and outlines a vision for the parks 
system. 

As part of the third phase, priorities are developed 
using the initial master plan recommendations 
and a phasing plan is created that divides 
improvements into short term (0-3 years), mid 
term (3-6 years) and long term (6-10 years) 
phases. Broad, master plan level cost estimates 
are developed for each recommendation and each 
phase of development.

As a community-driven plan, public input is 
gathered from the Fairview Heights residents 
and park users during the planning process and 
is critical to creating a successful plan. The Data 
Collection phase included an on-line public survey 
that collected community input.
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IMPLEMENTING THE PLAN

DOCUMENT ORGANIZATION

Implementing the recommendations in the 
plan should be a phased process. Starting with 
one small demonstration project can help to 
build momentum and public support for the 
improvements. The initial projects should be 
important to residents and make a tangible 
difference in the community’s use of the parks 
system. Grant opportunities should be sought out 
to maximize the funding.

The master plan document is organized by 
the project phases. Section 2 covers the Data 
Collection, Analysis, and Needs Assessment 
phase. Section 3 covers the Concept 
Development phase, and includes the Master 
Plan recommendations, as well as funding and 
implementation strategies. An Appendix is 
provided that includes the Stakeholder/Public 
Meeting notes, On-Line Survey Results Data, and 
the Park Assessment Sheets.
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COMMUNITY OVERVIEW 
AND DEMOGRAPHICS
COMMUNITY PROFILE

The City of Fairview Heights is a vibrant community 
of over 16,143, located in southern Illinois. The 
City is located in St. Clair County, approximately 12 
miles east of downtown St. Louis and less than 10 
miles northwest of Scott Air Force Base. Fairview 
Heights is also within the Metro East region, the 
second most urbanized area in the State, behind 
only Chicago. The City is a predominantly single-
family residential community that is supported by a 
strong regional shopping hub.

The City is well positioned for convenient access 
to and from the City of St. Louis and the greater 
St. Louis region. The City of Fairview Heights is 
served by two significant routes: Interstate 64, and 
IL Route 159. Additionally, the City is connected 
to the larger region via Metro Transit’s light rail 
service, the MetroLink. Passengers boarding at the 
Fairview Heights station can reach downtown St. 
Louis in just over 20 minutes. Several bus routes 
also serve the community, connecting visitors from 
Belleville, Collinsville, O’Fallon, Shiloh and Scott 
Air Force Base with the St. Clair Square mall area.
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SCHOOLS (Source:I l l ionois Report  card 2020 - 2021) 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Fairview Heights is served predominantly by two 
school districts: Grant Community Consolidated 
School District 110 and Pontiac-William Holliday 
School District 105. Schools contribute significantly 
to local quality of life and the desirability of a 
community to potential future residents.

GRANT COMMUNITY CONSOLIDATED 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 110 (SD110) 
SD 110 currently serves approximately 560 
students and has additional capacity. Student 
enrollment has varied over the past five years but it 
is expected to remain around 560 students for the 
next five years. SD 110 operates three facilities in 
Fairview Heights including Illini Elementary School, 
Grant Middle School and the District Offices. SD 
110 is located within the City’s Lincoln Trail Tax 
Increment Finance (TIF) district.

FUTURE SCHOOL FACILITIES 
The SD 110 administrative offices are located on 
property approximately two-thirds of a mile north 
of Grant Middle School. This site is intended to 
be the future location of a new school facility that 
could potentially replace the current Grant Middle 
School facility. 

PONTIAC-WILLIAM HOLLIDAY SCHOOL 
DISTRICT 105 
SD 105 is currently at capacity, serving 
approximately 640 students. As with SD 110, 
enrollment in SD 105 has not varied significantly 
in the past five years, nor is it expected to change 
over the course of the next five years. The Pontiac-
William Holliday School District operates two 
facilities in Fairview Heights: Pontiac Junior High 
School and William Holliday Elementary School.

FUTURE SCHOOL DISTRICT NEEDS 
SD 105 has no plans for new facilities. There 
are several infill sites located near the district’s 
two school facilities which could accommodate 
additional residential development in the future. 
When considering parks and greenways related 
proposals for these areas, the City should ensure 
that new development will, when possible, 
accommodate sufficient pedestrian connections 
leading to the schools.

HIGH SCHOOL FACILITY 
The presence of four high school districts (with 
no high school located within Fairview Heights) 
has served to fragment the community overall. 
The majority of the City’s current households are 

located within the Belleville Township High School 
District 201 (BTHS 201). The City’s northeast 
growth area will continue to be served by the 
O’Fallon Township High School District 203

OTHER PRIMARY SCHOOL DISTRICTS 
The City of Fairview Heights is predominantly 
served by Pontiac-William Holliday School District 
105 and Grant Community Consolidated School 
District 110. However, beyond these districts, 
the westernmost portion of the city is served by 
East St. Louis School District 189 while the city’s 
southernmost portion is served by Wolf Branch 
School District 113. A very small portion of the city 
is served by Central School District #104 in the 
east and by the O’Fallon Community Consolidated 
School District 90 in the northeast.

HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC CHURCH & SCHOOL 
Holy Trinity Catholic Church operates a church and 
private school at 505 and 504 Fountains Parkway, 
respectively. The school has a current enrollment 
of 82 students in grades preschool through 8th 
grade. This represents a significant decline over 
the past 5 years. Students come from Fairview 
Heights, St. Stephen Catholic Church, Caseyville 
and throughout the surrounding area.
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DEMOGRAPHICS

The estimated population of Fairview Heights 
is 16,143 according to the US Census Bureau’s 
2020 American Community Survey (all data in the 
demographics section is from the 2020 American 
Community Survey or US Census Quick Facts) 
unless otherwise noted). This represents a 
2.18% decline since the 2010 census. The master 
planning process should account for a population 
that stays relatively steady or declines slightly in 
the upcoming years.

AGE  
There are approximately 3,810 Fairview Heights 
residents under 18, or about 23.6% of the 
population. This is higher than the Illinois state 
average of 22.2% of the population being under 
18. There are an estimated 2,389 adults over 65, 
or 14.8% of the population. This is lower than the 
Illinois state average of 16.1% of the population 
being over 65. The median age is 40.0, which is 
older than the Illinois state median age of 37.4. 
Fairview Height’s population is younger than 
Illinois state average. The parks and recreation 
master plan should pay special attention to the 
needs of both the younger and the older adult 
population when identifying recommendations for 
the parks system.

DISABILITIES 
There are an estimated 228 individuals between 
the ages of 18 and 64 with a disability, or about 
10.4% of the population. This is higher than the 
national average of 8.5% of the population. An 
estimated 32 children under 18 have a disability. 
An estimated 193 adults over 65 have a disability, 
or 36.1% of this population. This is similar to the 
national average of 35% of the population over 
65 having a disability. The parks and recreation 
master plan should consider this population in their 
recommendations for the parks.
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DIVERSITY 
Approximately 58.7% of the population are white 
(with no other race identified), 30.8% percent 
are black or African American, and 3.8% are 
Hispanic or Latino. This is lower than the Illinois 
state statistics for white (no other race)76.8%, 
and for Hispanic or Latino 17.5%, but higher 
than the Illinois state statics for black or African 
American 14.6%. 

INCOME, EMPLOYMENT & COMMUTING 
The mean household income in Fairview Heights 
is $81,101, which is lower than the Illinois state 
mean of $95,115. The median household income 
in Fairview Heights is $47,321, which is slightly 
lower than the Illinois state median of $68,428.  
Of the population 16 years and over, 65.3% are 
in the labor force, and 61.5% are employed, as of 
2020. Of these workers, an estimated 82.9% drive 
to work alone, 7.9% carpool, 0.3% walk to work 
and 6.3% get to work by other means. The mean 
commute time is 24.0 minutes. An improved bicycle 
network throughout the City of Fairview Heights 
could enable more workers to commute to work 
without use of a vehicle.

EDUCATION & COMPUTER ACCESS 
Of adults 25 and over, 93.0% have a high school 
degree and 32.9% have a bachelor’s degree or 
higher. Over 94.9% of households have a home 
computer and 86.7% have a broadband Internet 
subscription. The Internet can be a primary method 
of communication between the parks department 
and residents, consideration should also be given 
to the population without home Internet access or 
computer proficiency.

THE BROADER AREA 
The estimated 2021 population within a 10-minute 
drive time of 6500 N. Illinois Street, Fairview 
Heights is 98,005. Within a 20-minute drive 
time of the same address the 2021 population is 
361,040. Both statistics are according to ERSI 
(Environmental Systems Research Institute, March 
29, 2022). The parks and recreation master plan 
should consider both broader area populations in 
its recommendations for parks and programs.
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PARK 
SYSTEM 
OVERVIEW

OVERVIEW

Figure 1

The Fairview Heights park system includes 7 parks, 
which are listed below, and shown on Figure 1. 

Information about each park and a summary 
of the planning team’s observations and 
initial recommendations are provided on the 
following pages.

‣	 Moody Park | 97.2 ac

‣	 Pleasant Ridge Park | 94.3 ac

‣	 The Rec Complex of Fairview Heights | 30.8 ac

‣	 Old Lincoln Trail Park | 7.5 ac

‣	 French Village Park | 5.6 ac

‣	 Lexington Park | 0.3 ac

‣	 Fox Creek Park | 0.15 ac
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Moody Park is Fairview Heights’ main city park 
and is located in the south-central area of the 
city at 425 South Ruby Lane. The main “park-
portion” of the land consists of approximately 
56 acres on the east side of Ruby Lane. Major 
recreational activities available at the park are 
listed below. A grouping of picnic/event pavilions 
is occasionally used for large community events 
and festivals. The undeveloped 37 acres of land 
on the west side of Ruby Lane is comprised of 
parks and public works maintenance facilities 
and a large open, rolling field the city has used 
for depositing construction fill.

Located just a block north of the park is an 
additional 9-acre city owned parcel of land that 
formally housed an indoor ice rink.  Once the 
city demolishes the ice rink structure, this land 
could potentially take on some of Moody Park’s 
recreational activities that may require additional 
space.

MOODY PARK (Formally  known as Longacre Park)

EXISTING RECREATIONAL FEATURES:

‣	 3.32-acre Lake Mitchell, 2.5 acres of Lake 
Stratford (rest of lake on Private Land)

‣	 2 Playgrounds

‣	 2 Baseball fields (Lighted)

‣	 1 Miracle Ball Field (Lighted)

‣	 1 Football Field (Lighted)

‣	 1.5-mile paved loop walking trail

‣	 2 tennis courts (Lighted)

‣	 4 pickleball courts (Lighted)

‣	 3 Sand Volleyball courts

‣	 6 Picnic/Event Pavilions (5 are rentable)

‣	 3 Comfort Stations (1 heated)

‣	 1 Dog Park 

‣	 1 Memorial/Flagpole

PRIMARY OBSERVATIONS:

‣	 Many park functions are too close together and 
large events in one group can often spill over and 
conflict with unrelated nearby park activities.  
Some popular football games can bring in 
hundreds to thousands of people to the park. 

‣	 The older restroom buildings are not ADA 
accessible and not open year-round. Many 
people would like the restroom by the large 
playground and pickleball courts to be open 
year-round.
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‣	 The entire park is built over an old mine that is 
causing subsidence problems throughout the 
area.  Large buildings and other structures (like an 
outdoor aquatic center) can’t be built here due to 
these underlying problems.

‣	 Goose feces is a problem in the park, particularly 
around the lake and surrounding pathways.

‣	 There are drainage problems around the small 
playground and the baseball field sides.  Better 
access to the ballfields would reduce the need 
for people to walk through these wet areas.

‣	 The park has a large number of old Pear and 
Ash trees in the park.  The city should plan 
for higher tree maintenance, removal, and 
replacement costs over the next 10 years.

‣	 Many of the parking lots in the park lack curbs, 
pavement markings and wheel stops resulting in 
numerous conflicts between pedestrians, cyclists 
and automobiles.

‣	 The central pavilion space and associated 
playground lack adequate storm drainage resulting 
in periodic flooding for the area.

INITIAL RECOMMENDATIONS:

‣	 Find a better location for the football field 
that includes adequate parking, concessions, 
and restrooms.  The former ice rink site is one 
possible location to consider.

‣	 Replace the old bathrooms with ones that are 
open year-round and are ADA accessible. 

‣	 Address ADA issues throughout the park. 

‣	 The undeveloped rolling field on the west 
side of Ruby Lane could be easily used for 
inexpensive and lower impact activities like a 
Bicycle Pump Track or Disk Golf Course that 
could take advantage of the uneven terrain 
and remoteness from other park activities.

‣	 Systematically reconstruct all parking lots 
within Moody Park.

MOODY PARK SURVEY RESULTS

?How do you like this park?

?
?

Which Feature do you like most?

What should the priority for improvement be?

Restrooms | 22% Walking Trail | 19% Lighting | 15% Playground | 8%
Pavilions | 7% Dog Park | 6% Swing Set | 5% Pickle Ball Courts | 5%
Other | 5% Sand Volleyball Court | 3% Baseball Fileds | 2%

Like it just the way it is | 23% Like it but it needs to be upgraded | 71% Other | 6%

Walking Trail | 31% Playground | 17% Restrooms | 13% Pavilions | 12%
Swing Set | 7% Pickleball Courts | 6% Dog Park | 5% Tennis Courts | 3%
Sand Volleyball Court | 3% Baseball Fields | 2% Other | 1%
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Pleasant Ridge Park is a large natural park 
located in the north central portion of Fairview 
Heights at 401 Pleasant Ridge Road. The park 
is comprised of 94 acres of tall, rolling hills 
with mixed grass fields and forests, providing 
beautiful views within the park. The roads and 
pavilions are built along the tops of the hills with 
deep valleys between them that are very popular 
for sledding during the winter. In the back of the 
park a web of natural hiking trails weave through 
the forest. The most unique feature in the park 
is an old log cabin that dates back to the 1860’s 
and connects the land to its historic use as the 
Kinsella Family Homestead. 

PLEASANT RIDGE PARK

EXISTING RECREATIONAL FEATURES:

‣	 4 Picnic/Event Pavilions

‣	 2 Comfort Stations

‣	 1 Historic Log Cabin Building

‣	 1 Playground

‣	 1.17 Miles of Nature Trails

‣	 5 acre off-leash field for dogs 
 

PRIMARY OBSERVATIONS:

‣	 The park’s natural character should be 
preserved as much as possible, especially the 
open view corridors of the valleys between 
each of the hill tops. 

‣	 All the pavilions and restrooms are old and 
need replacing.

‣	 The playground needs replacing.

‣	 The Log Cabin has serious and expensive 
structural problems that could lead to it 
collapsing soon if not fixed.

‣	 The large open field on the left side after 
entering the park makes a great off leash dog 
run area, especially for larger dogs.  All other 
dog parks in the city are too small for large 
dogs, making this is the only park large dog 
owners can take their dogs.

‣	 Off-leash dogs and their owners often conflict 
with other park users when using shared  
facilities like comfort stations and parking lots.  
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INITIAL RECOMMENDATIONS:

‣	 The city should advertise to the public and any 
Fairview Heights historic preservation groups 
to see if there is enough desire to save the log 
cabin before it collapses.  

‣	 Reconfiguring one of the pavilion areas to 
accommodate scenic weddings could help bring 
in additional funding to help maintain the park 
facilities and the log cabin.

‣	 Either add roadside parking or a path to existing 
parking for the dog run area.  Don’t locate a 
pavilion between the dog area and its closest 
parking lot or restroom to prevent user conflicts.  

‣	 Provide trails or an access path to the back 
(far west) open field so it can be more easily 
accessed by park visitors.

‣	 Relocate or provide better screening for the trash 
dumpster behind the log cabin.  

‣	 Perform a “Trail Assessment and Condition 
Survey” (TRACS) on the nature trails and 
implement the recommendations, as necessary. 

PLEASANT RIDGE PARK SURVEY RESULTS

?
?
?

How do you like this park?

Which Feature do you like most?

What should the priority for improvement be?

Like it just the way it is | 16% Like it but it needs to be upgraded | 77% Other | 7%

Paths | 36% Playground | 22% Pavilions | 21% Dog Park | 11% Other |10%

Paths | 41% Pavilions | 24% Playground | 17% Dog Park | 14% Other | 4%
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The Rec Complex is Fairview Heights’ newest 
park located just over a quarter mile north of 
City Hall at 9950 Bunkum Road. The 31-acre 
site’s centerpiece includes a 57,000-sf indoor 
recreational complex building. Many of the city’s 
recreational classes and programs are based out 
of this building including fitness classes, personal 
training, aquatics & swim lessons, and sports like 
basketball, volleyball, and soccer.  Outside the 
facility there is a large asphalt surfaced running 
track that is also jointly used by some of the 
elementary and middle schools in the area. 

EXISTING RECREATIONAL FEATURES:
‣	 57,000 sf Recreation Complex that includes:

• 	 Fitness Room 
• 	 Indoor Aquatic Center featuring 4 lane lap 
pool, water slide, lazy river, and zero-depth 
entry pool. 
• 	 “Clip ‘N Climb” climbing wall 
• 	 Gymnasium 
• 	 Community meeting room

‣	 Outdoor fitness track (asphalt surface)

‣	 Soccer field

‣	 Dog Park

‣	 0.5 combined miles of walking paths  
and sidewalks.

THE REC COMPLEX OF FAIRVIEW HEIGHTS

PRIMARY OBSERVATIONS:

‣	 The facilities are all new and in good condition.

‣	 There are no outdoor public restrooms available. 
A portable restroom is provided outside the 
building. To use restrooms inside the recreation 
complex, users must be members and check in at 
the main desk.

‣	 The indoor basketball courts are the only 
basketball courts in the city park system and are 
only available to paid members.

‣	 The requirement to always leave one basketball 
court open for walk in basketball means there is 
not enough space in the gym for other activities 
like Volleyball games that need 2 courts for 
league play.  

‣	 The dog park is too small for big dogs.

‣	 There is open land next to the gymnasium for 
future expansion and a large open field west of 
the dog park for future facilities.
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INITIAL RECOMMENDATIONS:

‣	 Construct a public restroom that is  
open year-round. 

‣	 Expand the gym to include more court space 
for volleyball, pickleball, indoor soccer, etc.

‣	 Lengthen the walking path and consider 
routing it through more of the community 
center property.

‣	 Consider developing the open field to the west 
into a practice field or outdoor courts.

THE REC COMPLEX SURVEY RESULTS

?How do you like this facility?

Like it just the way it is | 16% Like it but it needs to be upgraded | 77% Other | 7%

?
?

Which Feature do you like most?

What should the priority for improvement be?

Pool | 25% Fitness Center | 24% Gym | 22% Outdoor Walking Trail | 7%
Fitness Classes | 6% Outdoor Track | 6% Swim Lessons |3% Clip 'N Climb | 3%
Other | 2% Dog Park | 1%

Pool | 15% Other | 15% Fitness Center | 13% Fitness Classes | 12% Fitness Classes |12%
Swim Lessons | 8% Dog Park | 6% Outdoor Track | 4% Clip 'N Climb | 2%
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Old Lincoln Trail Park is a small 7.5-acre 
neighborhood park located in the southwest part 
of the city at 9820 Old Lincoln Trail. The park is 
relatively flat with several large mature trees and 
an old ball field in the back portion of the site.  

EXISTING RECREATIONAL FEATURES:

‣	 2 picnic pavilions

‣	 Restroom (seasonal)

‣	 Playground

‣	 Old baseball field (casual play only)

OLD LINCOLN TRAIL PARK

PRIMARY OBSERVATIONS:

‣	 The all-grass ball field is only maintained for 
casual neighborhood play.  The very large 
cottonwood trees growing in the outfield should 
be kept.

‣	 The massive Cottonwood tree in the middle of 
the park between the parking lot and playground 
should be preserved and maintained.

‣	 Like other parks, the restrooms, shelters, and 
playground do not meet ADA standards and  
need updating.

‣	 The park property is hard to distinguish from other 
neighborhood properties to drivers approaching it 
along Old Lincoln Trail and the park sign is hard to 
see by drivers approaching from the North.  

‣	 Warning signs of what users are not allowed to 
do are much more visible than the main park 
entrance sign.
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INITIAL RECOMMENDATIONS:

‣	 The city should hire a certified arborist to 
prune and remove dead branches on the 
massive cottonwood tree in the middle of the 
park by the parking lot. 

‣	 Repair or replace the park fencing along the 
property line by the ball field.

‣	 Add a more visible ornamental fence along 
the front road edge of the park. This fence 
will make the park clearly stand out from 
the adjacent neighborhood properties to 
approaching drivers.  In addition, the fence 
will also allow the open front portions of the 
park to be used for recreational activities with 
less fear of kids or pets accidentally running 
into traffic.  

OLD LINCOLN TRAIL PARK SURVEY RESULTS

?
?
?

How do you like this park?

Which Feature do you like most?

What should the priority for improvement be?

Playground | 41% Open Space | 28% Swing Set | 22% Other | 10%

Playground | 41% Open Space | 28% Swing Set | 22% Other | 10%

Playground | 41% Open Space | 28% Swing Set | 22% Other | 10%
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French Village Park is a small neighborhood park 
located near the western edge of the city along 
the river bluff line at 1725 Sycamore Drive.  While 
the park property is 5.6 acres in size, most of the 
land is functionally unusable due to the steep, 
forested topography.  The only usable portion 
of the property is a narrow band of open land 
along Sycamore Drive, where the playground is 
located, and at the corner of Sycamore Drive and 
Hillside Avenue where a dog park is located. 

EXISTING RECREATIONAL FEATURES:

‣	 Playground

‣	 Dog park

PRIMARY OBSERVATIONS:

‣	 City staff have very rarely ever seen people use 
the park.  No paths connect the playground to 
the road and the neighborhood has no sidewalks 
and steep terrain, which limits the ability of 
people to walk to the park. 

‣	 The dog park is small.  Despite separate areas 
for small and large dogs, the area designated for 
large dogs is too small for large dogs. 

FRENCH VILLAGE PARK

‣	 An open bowl-shaped area exists behind the 
current dog park.  This space could be used as 
a large dog park. The area is visually isolated 
from the surrounding roads and houses so 
surveillance needs should be considered if using 
the space for other recreational activities.  

INITIAL RECOMMENDATIONS:

‣	 Consider building a small picnic pavilion and 
loop walking trail to make the park functionally 
usable to a wider age range. 

‣	 Clear honeysuckle from the hillside behind 
the playground to open the park up to more 
activity space.
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FRENCH VILL AGE PARK SURVEY RESULTS

?
?
?

How do you like this park?

Which Feature do you like most?

What should the priority for improvement be?

Like it just the way it is | 57% Like it but it needs to be upgraded | 33% Other | 10%

Dog Park | 50% Pavilion | 29% Playground | 14% other | 7%

Pavilion | 43% Parking Area | 21% Playground | 14% other | 14% Dog Park | 7%
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Lexington Park is a very small pocket park located 
within a triangle shaped traffic island at 1 Richmond 
Drive. The park serves the local neighborhood and 
has a small playground surrounded by a fence. The 
remaining portion of the island contains an open 
lawn and a several trees.  

One block northeast of the park is the former site 
of Ogles Creek Park.  Olges Creek Park existed 
within an undeveloped road right-of-way section 
of Monticello Place as it crossed Ogles Creek.  
The park land was largely abandoned by the city 
as a park after the facilities became old and the 
pedestrian crossing across Ogles Creek was 
removed by high water events, restricting access to 
the site from the south. 

EXISTING RECREATIONAL FEATURES:

‣	 Playground

PRIMARY OBSERVATIONS:
‣	 The playground needs more mulch.  In several 

locations, the safety surface level stickers on 
the equipment (now mostly worn away) were 
exposed well above the current surface levels. 

INITIAL RECOMMENDATIONS:
‣	 The city should consider building a small picnic 

pavilion west of the playground for parents and 
neighbors. 

‣	 Add more shade trees along the length of the 
traffic island to make the area more welcoming. 

LEXINGTON PARK

LEXINGTON PARK SURVEY RESULTS

?
?
?

How do you like this park?

Which Feature do you like most?

What should the priority for improvement be?

Like it just the way it is | 50% Like it but it needs to be upgraded | 50%

Playground | 60% Open Space | 40%

Parking Area | 44% Playground | 33% Sidewalks | 11% Pavilion | 11% Open Space | 0%
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Fox Creek Park is Fairview Heights’ smallest 
park at only 0.15 acres.  The park is built within 
a street right-of-way and prevents Traubel Drive 
from connecting with Columbia Drive. A simple 
neighborhood playground is the only recreational 
feature in this park and there is a small walkway 
spanning the length of the park connecting 
Traubel Drive with Columbia Drive. 

EXISTING RECREATIONAL FEATURES:

‣	 Playground

PRIMARY OBSERVATIONS:

‣	 The playground needs more mulch.  In several 
locations, the safety surface level stickers on 
the equipment (now mostly worn away) were 
exposed well above the current surface levels. 

INITIAL RECOMMENDATIONS:

‣	 The city should consider building a small picnic 
pavilion west of the playground for parents and 
neighbors. 

‣	 Add more shade trees along the length of the 
traffic island to make the area more welcoming. 

FOX CREEK PARK

FOX CREEK PARK SURVEY RESULTS

?
?

How do you like this park?

Which Feature do you like most?

Like it just the way it is | 57% Like it but it needs to be upgraded | 33% Other | 10%

Playground | 46% Open Space | 46% Other | 5%
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FAIRVIEW HEIGHTS PARK FEATURES 

Moody Park Pleasant 
Ridge Park

French 
Village Park

Fox Creek 
Park

Lexington 
Park

Ogles Creek 
Park

Old Lincoln 
Trail

The REC 
Complex Subtotal

Total Acreage 87.4 94.2 5.6 0.2 0.3 0.4 7.5 30.8 226.4

Amphitheaters 0

Archery Range 0

Baseball/Softball Field 1 1

Baseball/Softball Field (lighted) 3 3

Basketball Courts 0

Basketball Courts (lighted) 1 1

Boat Ramps 0

Boat/Fishing Docks 0

Campsites 0

Community Centers/Complexes 1 1

Community Gardens 0

Cricket Fields 0

Disc Golf 0

Dog Park 1 1 1 3

Dog Park Open Off-Leash 1 1

Equestrian Sites 0

Exercise/Fitness Courses 1 1 2

Football 1 1

Golf Course (9 hole) 0

Handball/Racquetball Court 0

Horseshoe Pits 0

Ice Rinks 0

Lakes & Ponds (acres) 3.0 0.3 3.3

Monuments/Flagpoles 2 2 1 1 3 9

Figure 2
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Moody Park Pleasant 
Ridge Park

French Vil-
lage Park

Fox Creek 
Park

Lexington 
Park

Ogles Creek 
Park

Old  
Lincoln Trail

The REC 
Complex Subtotal

Multi-Use Court 2 2

Parking Spots 278 79 5 5 0 16 273 656

Pedestrian Bridges 4 4

Pickleball Courts 4 4 8

Picnic Shelters 5 4 2 11

Picnic Shelters (destination) 0

Picnic Sites 7 7

Playgrounds 1 1 1 1 1 1 6

Playgrounds (destination) 1 1

Regional Sport Complexes 0

Restrooms 3 2 1 6

River Access Sites 0

Skate Park 0

Soccer Field 1 1

Splash Pad/Wading Pools 0

Swimming Pools/Aquatic Center 1 1

Tennis Courts 0

Tennis Courts (lighted) 2 2

Track-Outdoor 1 1

Trail (paved) - Miles 1.5 0.6 2.1

Trail (unpaved) - Miles 1.1 1.1

Volleyball Courts 3 2 5

Clip N’ Climb 1 1

REC Room Ping Pong-Pool 1 1

Swimming Pools (SF) 10,300 10,333

Sculpture Park & Garden 6.7ac

Figure 2 Continued
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OVERVIEW

Several other parks and recreational opportunities 
exist around Fairview Heights that complement 
the services provided by the city. The park master 
plan needs to take these other opportunities 

into account when analyzing and making 
recommendations to the city.  The following is a 
brief description of the recreational opportunities 
that are within a 3-mile radius of Fairview Heights.

OTHER RECREATIONAL 
PROVIDERS

STATE OF ILLINOIS / ILLINOIS DNR

Frank Holden Recreation Area

Located west of Fairview Heights, the 1,080-acre 
Frank Holden State Recreation Area provides 
numerous recreation opportunities for the region. 
The park features an 18-hole golf course, 2 lakes 
totaling more than 200 acres in size, BBQ picnic 
shelters, a cross country running course, an 
athletic field, basketball courts and a baseball field.

Cahokia Mounds State Historic Site

The Cahokia Mounds State Historic Site located 
about 2.5 miles north of Fairview Heights and is a 
UNESCO World Heritage site that currently spans 
2,200 acres. The historic mounds were once part of 
a great city built by the Mississippian people that 
at its height was larger than London in AD 1250. 
The site features an Interpretive Center, over 16 
miles of trails, historic mounds/archaeological 
sites, and a picnic area.
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ST. CLAIR COUNTY PARKS

St. Ellen Mine Park

Located on the eastern edge of Fairview Heights, 
St. Ellen Mine Park provides 85 acres of passive 
recreation to the community.  The park is built on 
the site of a former coal strip mine and includes a 
large lake, several large ponds, and a large mound 
created by the mining activity.  The large lake 
includes a boat ramp that allows visitors to canoe 
and fish. The large mound has a 2.4-mile paved 
walking trail that loops around the mound and up to 
the top. 

CASEYVILLE TOWNSHIP

Khoury League Fields

The Khoury League 18-acre ballfield complex is 
located next door to Fairview Heights’ City Hall.  
This complex provides 9 baseball/softball fields in 
the center of Fairview Heights and was used by 
many residents in the past for Little League play. 
Recently, the fields and facilities here have aged, 
and many families now play at more modern fields 
like at the O’Fallon Family Sports Park and follow 
trends towards Select travel teams.
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ST. CL AIR TOWNSHIP

Wolf Branch School Area Park 
This 6-acre park is managed by both St. Clair Township and the Wolf Branch 
School District.  It includes 2 tennis courts, a roller-skating rink, 2 baseball 
fields, and a 0.3-mile loop walking path. For the purpose of this plan, Wolf 
Branch School Area Park and Schranz Memorial Park (managed by Swansea) 
are grouped together since they are next to each other. 

Centennial Park 
This 40-acre nature trail park managed by both St. Clair Township and 
Swansea is located 3 miles south of Fairview Heights along Richland Creek. 
The passive park has a 1-mile loop trail running along both sides of the creek 
and picnic areas.

Family Sports Park 
The O’Fallon Family Sports Park is the premier sports complex in the region.  
The 202-acre sports complex has 10 Baseball/Softball fields, 12 Soccer fields, 
4 playgrounds, a splash pad, 6 Picnic shelters, and 2.3 miles of paved walking 
trails. The park is home to youth and adult baseball, softball, soccer, and 
lacrosse leagues. It is also home to KIXX United Soccer Club and hosts US 
Soccer League Championship Tournaments. 

Savannah Hills Park 
Savannah Hills Park is a 9.5-acre neighborhood park located near the NE 
corner of Fairview Heights.  The park features a playground, picnic pavilion, 
and a 0.7-mile paved loop walking trail along a natural creek.

O’FALLON PARKS
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Melvin Price Memorial Park 
Melvin Price Memorial Park is located about 2.5 
miles south of Fairview Heights and is the main 
community park for Swansea.  The 30-acre park 
features 2 ballfields, a soccer field, 4 playgrounds, 
3 picnic shelters, and over 1.5 miles of paved trails. 

Schranz Memorial Park 
Schranz Memorial Park is located about 1 mile 
south of Fairview Heights and is best known in the 
area for its large castle themed playground.  In 
addition to the large playground, the 10.5-acre 
park also has 4 pavilions, a splash pad, and a 
community center. 

Jaycee Sports Park 
The 70-acre sports complex is located about 2.5 
miles north of Fairview Heights and contains 12 
baseball/softball fields, an informal soccer field, 
and a football field.  The fields and facilities have 
aged, but Collinsville has plans to rebuild and 
upgrade the entire park in the next several years.

Caseyville Village Park 
Caseyville Village Park is Caseyville’s main 
community park.  The park is over 22 acres in size 
and contains a playground, skate park, 3 picnic 
pavilions, and 2 fishing lakes totaling about 4.5 
acres in size.  

Bellevue Park 
Bellevue Park was Belleville’s first park and is 
located about 2.5 miles SW of Fairview Heights.  
The 25-acre park features gently rolling terrain 
with over 1 mile of walking trails, a 3-acre 
fishing lake, and a historic Stone Lodge used for 
events and summer day camps.  There are also 2 
playgrounds, 2 tennis courts, a picnic shelter, and 
a covered music stage used for summer concerts in 
the park.

CASEYVILLE PARKS

BELLEVILLE PARKS

COLLINSVILLE PARKS SWANSEA PARKS
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COMMUNITY INPUT
OVERVIEW

Community input is a critical component of a 
community-driven parks and recreation master 
plan. The primary purpose of the parks and 
recreation department is to serve the community, 
and the needs of each unique community should 
drive development. For this master plan, the 
community provided input through a public survey, 

stakeholder group interviews, and multiple public 
meetings. The feedback from each of these 
methods is summarized within this document. 
Subsequent public meetings will be summarized in 
proceeding sections of the plan.  
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MASTER PLAN SURVEY RESULTS

?
?
?

?

?

Are you a resident?

How often do you visit 
city parks?

What parks do you 
and members of your 
houshold visit?

Which park does your 
household visit most 
often?

How much impact do 
the parks in the city of 
Fairview Heights have 
on your life?

Are you a resident

blank yes | 94% no | 6%Are you a resident

blank yes | 94% no | 6%

How often do you visit city parks

A few times per month | 59% few times per week | 21% once per week | 21%

Moody Park | 31% The REC Complex | 30% Pleasant Ridge Park | 28%
Old Lincoln Trail Park | 8% Fox Creek Mini Park | 1% French Village Park | 1%
Lexington Mini Park | 1% Have not visited a FvH park in the past year | 1%

The REC Complex | 46% Moody Park | 32% Pleasant Ridge Park | 19%

Have not visited a FvH park in the past year | 1% Old Lincoln Trail Park | 1% Lexington Park | 1%

French Village Park | <1% Fox Creek Mini Park | <1%

Little to No Impact | 9% Moderate Impact | 21% High Impact | 70%
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MASTER PLAN SURVEY RESULTS CONTINUED

?Select programs and 
activities you or others 
in your household 
would be interested in. 

?How important is it for 
the City of Fairview 
Heights to provide 
high-quality parks and 
recreation programs and 
facilities?

Little to No Impact | <1% Moderate Impact | 10% High Impact | 90%

Disc Golf
Tennis Lessons/Clinics

Handicap Accessible Playgrounds
Children & Youth Camps

Movies in the Park
Basketball Leagues (adult)

Senior Recreational Programs
Swim Lessons/Programs

Wellness Programs
Softball Leagues (youth)
Softball Leagues (adult)

Pickleball
Community Gardens

Baseball Leagues (youth)
Soccer Leagues

Outdoor Aquatics Center
Farmers Market
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Skateboard Park

Tennis Courts

Basketball Courts

Bicycle Playground

Dog Park

Nature Preserve

Community Garden

Football/Lacrosse Fields

Pickleball Courts

Handicapped Accessible Playground

Walking/Bike Trails

Soccer Fields

Baseball/Softball Fields

Outdoor Aquatics Center

Community Space

Least Important Important Very Important

MASTER PLAN SURVEY RESULTS CONTINUED

?Rank the importance of services and amenities you would like to see added or enhanced.
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The planning team conducted stakeholder group 
interviews on April 20th, 2022 with the City Council 
and on April 26th, 2022 with the remaining groups.  
The interviews were arranged with the help of the 
Parks and Recreation Department and conducted 
in person at the Rec Complex. The following groups 
and organizations were interviewed during this 
process:

‣	 Fairview Heights City Council

‣	 Park and Recreation Staff

‣	 Schools and Bicycle Organizations

‣	 Football & Soccer

‣	 Volleyball & Baseball

‣	 Clubs and Organizations

‣	 City Department Heads

STAKEHOLDER MEETINGS 

Each session lasted approximately one hour. Every 
group was given a brief overview of the planning 
process and the importance of community input 
to that process. The participants were made 
aware that no comments would be linked with any 
individual, and the comments would be recorded 
as general concepts rather than verbatim. The 
interviews used the following questions to help 
guide the discussion:

‣	 What are the positive and negative aspects of 
the Fairview Heights parks?

‣	 What potential amenities would you like to 
have added to the parks in Fairview Heights?

‣	 What are your top five priorities for amenities 
that should be added to the parks in Fairview 
Heights?

‣	 What problems/concerns do you have 
regarding the amenities that are currently 
offered in the parks in Fairview Heights?

‣	 Identify the top two parks in Fairview Heights 
that you use?

‣	 What could be done to better meet your 
recreation needs?

‣	 What adjustments should be made to parks 
(and park facilities) based on COVID?
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Positive

‣	 Happy with the baseball fields at Moody Park. 

‣	 Would not want turf (artificial) fields at Moody 
Park as that would price the rec teams out of 
playing there.

‣	 The concession / pavilion area in Moody Park 
are nice.

‣	 Pleasant Ridge is a nice passive park.

‣	 New Rec Center has greatly expanded the 
entire parks and recreation program in the city.

‣	 Parks are balanced around city.

‣	 Lots of compliments on Story Walk in Moody 
Park.

‣	 Moody has enough parking for football

‣	 Most used facilities at Moody Park:

•	 Walking trail

•	 Large playground

•	 Pickleball

‣	 The Rec Complex is a big positive.

‣	 Park maintenance is very good.  The staff have 
paid even more attention recently since COVID.
(and park facilities) based on COVID?

Negative

‣	 Parking at Moody does not accommodate ADA well.

‣	 Volleyball:

• 	The Rec Building only has room for practice and not league play since only 1 court is available.

•	 Need 2 courts minimum to really run a volleyball program.

•	 Hard to share space with basketball.

•	 Sunlight through the large windows currently blinds players on half the court.  Any new gym needs 
to consider sun glare and the position of players in the gym.

•	 Fix the sand volleyball courts at Moody.

‣	 City is way behind on bike trails compared to other cities in the region (like O’Fallon).

•	 City lacks bike trails (Edwardsville is great example)

‣	 City needs more accessibility - connections to park.

•	 Can’t fully get from City Hall to Rec Complex by sidewalk the whole way.  Sidewalk alternates on 
different sides of the road and no crosswalk to connect to sidewalk near the Rec Complex. 

•	 City really needs connections to parks. Hard for lots of nearby neighborhoods to easily walk or bike 
to parks.

•	 The area needs Greenways.

•	 Schools don’t have good sidewalks around them.  Kids have to walk on the road to walk to school.

•	 Schools are far from parks. 

‣	 Restroom facilities are all old and not ADA compliant.

‣	 Moody Park facilities are “squished” together. Would be nice to spread out.

‣	 Nighttime Park Safety at Moody Park – 100-150 kids gathering at night causing trouble.  Mayor wants 
gates at park to keep out cars entering at night.

‣	 Grass field at Rec Complex needs lighting.

•	 Moody: Lighting is outdated, baseball fields need to upgrade to LED.

‣	 Moody Park field is nice, but they need a concession stand away from the pavilions as currently there is 
conflict with pavilion users.

STAKEHOLDER MEETING RESPONSES 

?What are the positive and negative 
aspects of the Fairview Heights parks?
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‣	 Not enough turf fields in the area.

‣	 Moody: Bathrooms are old and small.

‣	 Football field needs fencing off to keep non-players off the field during games.

‣	 Moody: City should block cars from driving in the pavilion and concession area. It is dangerous for the 
pedestrians.

‣	 Other city’s parks are newer. Fairview Heights parks look like they are from the 1950’s.

‣	 Park maintenance logistics is very segmented.

•	 Operate out of area behind city hall.  The large shed at Moody has no heat, running water, 
restrooms, and has settling/subsidence problems (like all buildings in the area).

‣	 Moody: Lots of conflicts between football and other nearby activities in park.  

•	 Some big games can run in the 100’s – 1,000’s of people.  

•	 Not adequate parking for major events.

•	 Lots of conflict with users of other nearby recreational facilities like the pavilions, pickleball/
volleyball, playground, and walking trail.

•	 Some park staff are worried the large football events get out of control and it is only a matter of 
time before someone gets injured.

‣	 Moody: Second playground (small one) needs replacing.

‣	 Moody: Parking lot spaces undefined – needs curbs, wheel blocks, markings, or other things that 
control where people can park.

‣	 French Village: Nobody goes to this playground. Small dog park is very rarely used.

‣	 Pleasant Ridge: The whole park needs an overhaul.

‣	 Pleasant Ridge: Trails are not maintained. They are a dangerous.

‣	 Cameras in parks don’t work well

‣	 Online system sign-up is very difficult and cumbersome. 

‣	 Hard time for schools to get affordable group rates for field trips. The Rec is too expensive and so 
schools go elsewhere to cheaper options.

‣	 Moody: As the season goes on, Staff need to follow up with rules in pavilions.  Really loud and vulgar 
music from pavilion renters can sometimes be heard far away at homes surrounding the park. 
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‣	 Add another Gym to the Rec so there is enough 
space to spread out the kids.

•	 Have a small storage space for equipment.

‣	 Develop rules for outside groups to run the 
concessions at Moody as a fund raiser. Some 
sport leagues like volleyball have people to staff 
the concessions but want to know if and how they 
are allowed to do it.

‣	 Add a Food Truck Park.

‣	 Encourage business sponsorships of park  
areas & activities.

‣	 BMX track at Moody Park.

‣	 Add more adult programing at Rec. (Volleyball, 
Cornhole, etc.)

‣	 Add a Heritage/Historic center.

‣	 Add a City Center with a park in center with green 
space.

?What potential amenities would you 
like to have added to the parks in 
Fairview Heights?

‣	 Add a Community Garden.

‣	 Many basketball courts were removed from 
parks due to problems. The Rec is a good 
location for future outdoor basketball courts.

‣	 Make an Art District.

‣	 Moody Ideas for open field in southwest corner 
of park:

•	 Drone field.
•	 Paintball.

‣	 Add a Farmers Market.

‣	 Add a new Indoor Sports facility:
•	 Can work with 80-yard fields.
•	 Better to give one group a night instead 

of sharing space with 2 groups.  This will 
greatly avoid conflict between the two 
groups.

‣	 Use the open field at Old Lincoln Trail Park as a 
football practice field.

‣	 Schools are open to a rec agreement with city. 
Schools currently have to team up with the 
YMCA instead.

‣	 Add the following to the existing Rec Complex:
•	 Pickleball
•	 Splash pad instead of outdoor pool
•	 Tennis
•	 2 more lap lanes (to have competitions)
•	 Need another Gym (could use 8 more 

Basketball courts)
•	 Outdoor restroom
•	 Playground
•	 Pavilion
•	 Nice, paved walking trail with wildflowers 

and other plantings along the route. The 
current trail is very popular and should be 
expanded.

•	 Outdoor Aquatics at Rec.
•	 (From 1 employee) Sauna and Hot tub. 

(Other employees didn’t want hot tub.)

‣	 Greenways and trail connections between 
parks and also from parks to the surrounding 
neighborhoods.

?What are your top five priorities for 
amenities that should be added to the 
parks in Fairview Heights?

‣	 No comments

?Identify the top two parks in Fairview 
Heights that you use?
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‣	 Rec Plex in St. Peters is a nice model for a 
good volleyball playing gym. Another indoor 
facility in the region as a model is Bud Dome 
in south St. Louis County.

‣	 People often ask why no splash pad at 
Moody Park.

‣	 No comments

‣	 Currently Volleyball uses more expensive 
school space since not enough space in 
Fairview Heights Rec Center.

‣	 Some park maintenance staff are very 
concerned about the current situation 
with football at Moody Park. They feel this 
is a high priority item that needs to be 
addressed. (Note, some park maintenance 
staff do not want the city to have Football.  
Other Rec staff disagree.)

?

?

?

What could be done to better meet 
your recreation needs?

What adjustments should be made 
to parks (and park facilities) based 
on COVID?

What problems/concerns do you 
have regarding the amenities that 
are currently offered in the parks in 
Fairview Heights?

‣	 Why is the running track at Rec hard pavement 
instead of soft track surface? Per the City, it 
was a requirement from the schools when the 
track was built.

‣	 Volleyball could work if schedule is adjusted 
so groups could use after normal business 
hours (since they already know how to open 
and close the place securely).

‣	 Remove hurdles to bike trails by improving 
intergovernmental cooperation between city, 
township, and county.

‣	 Soccer group rents half the rec gym in winter 
(not ideal since they share with basketball 
and other groups).

‣	 One option might be to repurpose the ice 
rink complex into Football/Soccer facility. An 
enclosed structure maybe lighter than ice rink 
facility.

‣	 Football activities run from March through 
December.

‣	 Football needs a safe, permanent place to 
practice. 

‣	 Moody Park: Old vent shaft coming out of lake 
goes down to coal mine below.

‣	 Moody Park: Land subsidence in area 
means no new aquatic center or other large 
structures can go in the undeveloped areas.  
The Public Works buildings have limited use 
because of damage from land subsidence.

‣	 Not enough seasonal staff.  Need more park 
staff. The city built more facilities without 
adding staff.

•	 Not enough staff at Rec complex to keep 
facilities open at all times.

‣	 Park & Rec must use Public Works equipment 
which restricts availability for use on parks 
projects. 

‣	 Schools provide a significant amount of rec 
facilities for public use in parts of the city with 
no city parks.

‣	 School playgrounds and fields are available to 
the public when not being used by the school.

‣	 City should connect with GORC (Bike 
organization) to help build better bike trails 
in parks like Pleasant Ridge or Moody’s 
undeveloped areas. 

‣	 Potential Greenway connections:

•	 Ashland Storage to Mall – Utility ROW – 
Potential corridor.

•	 Ogles Creek to Moody.

•	 Union Hill to Sullivan on west side of 
street.

‣	 Several elementary schools have their own 
summer camp which takes place in their 
facilities.

?General Questions / Comments
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The data collection process involved a public 
meeting to which all residents of Fairview Heights 
and users of Fairview Heights parks were invited. 
The first public meeting was conducted on April 22, 
2022 at the Fairview Heights Rec Complex. The 
agenda included the following topics: an overview 
of the master plan project and process, a park 
system overview, and a “Blue Sky” input session 
that included grouping the audience into teams of 
4-8 people. One person was elected leader/scribe, 

and the group was given a series of questions to 
answer. The questions covered the same topics as 
the stakeholder interviews. After 40 minutes, each 
team leader presented the groups findings to the 
larger audience. Approximately 5 groups provided 
input. The final activity included requesting each 
participant rank what they felt were the three most 
important ideas discussed during the workshop 
session. A summary of these responses is included 
in the figure to the right.

PUBLIC MEETING #1

Figure 3

PUBLIC MEETING #1  |  Most Important Idea Summary

RESPONSES TOPIC

10 Bike Path/Connection to Metro East Trails

9 Farmers Market at Moody of Pleasant Ridge Park

8 Bike Park Activities

6 Basketball courts

6 Revitalize Pleasant Ridge Park for Off Leash Dog Users

4 Cabin Restoration

3 Cost

3 Flagpole at Pleasant Ridge Park

3 Splash Pad

3 Movie Night

3 Keep Closed Restrooms Open More

2 Festival Barn at Pleasant Ridge Park

2 Dog Park for Large Dogs

2 Disability Playground

2 Stop Feeding Geese at Moody Park

2 Senior Classes in Evening at The REC

1 Upgrade Restrooms

1 Fire Pit for Sledding at Pleasant Ridge Park

1 No Basketball Courts

1 Open Play Fields 

1 Community Updates

1 Ensure Hand Sanitizers are Available

1 Soccer at Pleasant Ridge Park

1 Sledding at Pleasant Ridge Park
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PARK LAND NEEDS, 
DISTRIBUTION, 
& RECREATION 
FACILITIES ANALYSIS
OVERVIEW

The park land analysis is an evaluation of the 
total amount of park land and the amount of park 
land within each park size category. The first 
part of this analysis considers park land owned 
and maintained by the City of Fairview Heights, 
which is compared to benchmarks based on 
Fairview Heights’ population. The second part 
of the analysis includes the evaluation of public 
open space within a distance from the city that 
is available for Fairview Heights residents use. 
The park land distribution analysis evaluates 
the extent residents in all parts of the city have 
access to park land. The results can indicate 
areas in which the city could consider adding new 
park land.

The recreation facilities inventory compares 
the availability of various types of recreation 
facilities within Fairview Heights to benchmark 
standards based on Fairview Heights’ population. 
The first part of the facility inventory evaluates 
only recreation facilities owned and maintained 
by the City of Fairview Heights. The second part 
considers facilities managed by other public 
entities within a certain radius around of the city 
that residents of Fairview Heights can use. This 
process determines opportunities for the city to 
add additional recreation facilities. 
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PARK L AND ANALYSIS 

The first aspect of the park land analysis considers 
only parks owned and maintained by the city of 
Fairview Heights. For this analysis, each park 
is classified into a park type category based on 
its size in acres from standards created by the 
National Recreation and Parks Association (NRPA).  
Each park type has a benchmark need (in acres) 
per 1,000 people and a service area radius, which 
represents the maximum distance that people are 
typically willing to travel to visit that type of park. 
For instance, a person might drive up to 30 miles 
to visit a large Regional Park but would only be 
willing to walk one quarter of a mile to visit a Mini 
Park. Figure 4 indicates park type categories, size 
ranges, the standard of acreage needed of each 
type per 1,000 people and the service area radius.

Fairview Heights has 7 parks ranging from 0.25-
acre pocket parks up to 90+ acre metropolitan size 
parks. Figure 5 lists each park and shows their 
size and park type classification.  When including 
adjacent, city-owned undeveloped land, Moody 
Park is Fairview Heights’ largest park at 97.2 
acres. Pleasant Ridge Park is a close second at 
94.3 acres.  The Rec Complex is the city’s only 
District sized park at 30.8 acres. The city has 2 
Neighborhood sized parks with Old Lincoln Trail 
and French Village Park.  Finally, both Lexington 
Park and Fox Creek Park are around ¼ acre each 
and classified as pocket parks. 

Figure 4: NRPA Park Type Categories,  Size Range, and Acreage Need per 1,000 People

Figure 5: List  of  Fair view Heights Parks

Park Type Category Size Park Land Needed  
Per 1,000 People

Park Type Service Area 
(Typ. Max Travel Distance) 

Pocket Park <1 Acre 0.25 1/4 Mile

Mini Park 1 - 5 Acres 0.25 1/2 Mile

Neighborhood Park 5 - 15 Acres 1.5 Acres 1 Mile

District Park 16 - 79 Acres 2.4 Acres 3 Miles

Metropolitan Park 80 - 250 Acres 4 Acres 5 Miles

Regional Park >250 Acres 6 Acres 30 Miles

Fairview Heights Park Size in Acres Park Type

Fox Creek Park 0.2 Pocket Park

Lexington Park 0.2 Pocket Park

French Village Park 6 Neighborhood Park

Old Lincoln Trail Park 8 Neighborhood Park

The REC Complex 31 District Park

Pleasant Ridge Park 94 Metropolitan Park

Moody Park 97 Metropolitan Park
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The estimated 2020 Fairview Heights population 
of 16,143 was used to calculate Fairview Heights’ 
park land acreage needs for each park type. This 
plan assumes the population of Fairview Heights 
will remain stable over the next 10 years, so no 
adjustments to the future 10-year population 
were made. Focusing on Neighborhood Park size 
and larger, Fairview Heights needs 24 acres of 
Neighborhood Parks, 40 acres of District Parks, 
65 acres of Metropolitan Parks, and 97 acres of 
Regional Parks to meet the benchmarks (rounding 
to the nearest acre).  When considering just parks 
and park land owned by Fairview Heights, the city 
has enough Metropolitan Park acres to meet the 
NRPA standard.  However, when factoring in the 
existing city park land, the standard suggests that 
the city would need an additional:

‣	 10 acres of Neighborhood Park land

‣	 9 acres of District Park land

‣	 97 acres of Regional Park land

It is important to consider that Fairview Heights’ 
residents don’t only use Fairview Heights’ parks. 
Residents will visit any nearby public park, 
regardless of which city or organization manages 
it.  The design team further analyzed all the other 
available public park land within 3 miles (1 mile for 
Neighborhood parks) of the city.  

The acquisition of additional park land should 
continue to be a long-term goal of the City of 
Fairview Heights to meet the gaps of:

‣	 10 acres of Neighborhood Park land

‣	 9 acres of District Park land

‣	 97 acres of Regional Park land

The summary of park land needs for Fairview 
heights is shown in Figure 6.  For Metropolitan and 
Regional Parks, the planning team only considered 
parks within 3 miles of the city despite the service 
radius of these parks being 5 and 30 miles, 
respectively. The list of parks by other entities 
included in this analysis are shown in Figure 7.

Standard 
Acreage 
Needed

FvH Owned 
Total Acres

FvH Owned 
Needed or 

Surplus Acres 

Neighborhood Park 24 14 -10

District Park 40 31 -9

Metropolitan Park 65 191 126

Regional Park 97 0 -97

Figure 6: Park Land Needs Analysis for 
Residents of  Fair view Heights

Parks Within 3 Miles of CFVH Owner/Managing Entity Park Size Park Type 
Savannah Hills O’Fallon IL 14 Neighborhood Park *

Schranz Memorial Par & Wolf Branch School Area Park St. Clair Township / Swansea 16 Neighborhood Park *

Khoury League Fields Caseyville Township 18 District
Caseyville Village Park Caseyville 22 District
Bellevue Park Belleville 25 District
Melvin Prince Memorial Park Swansea 31 District
Centennial Park St. Clair Township / Swansea 40 District
Jaycess Sports Complex Collinsville 70 District
St. Ellen Mine Park St. Clair County 85 Metropolitan
Family Sport Park O’Fallon Il 202 Regional
Frank Holden State Recreational Area State of Illinois 1,080 Regional

Cahokia Mounds State Historic Site State of Illinois 2,200 Regional

* Neighborhood parks within 1 mile of  Fair view Heights

Figure 7: List  of  parks manages by other public  entit ies within 3 miles of  Fair view Heights that were included in the analysis
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PARK L AND DISTRIBUTION ANALYSIS 

The park land distribution analysis evaluates 
the distribution of park land throughout the city 
of Fairview Heights. The examination of how 
evenly park land is distributed throughout the 
city can be used to reveal areas that are under-
served regarding access to parks. The park land 
distribution standard is to have park land within 
walking distance for each city resident. 

For this analysis, a maximum walking distance 
radius of 1-mile was used for Fairview Heights’ 
Neighborhood, District, Metropolitan, and Regional 
Parks. For Pocket Parks, a ¼-mile radius was used 
as the maximum distance people would likely be 
willing to walk to visit this type of park. All public 
parks both managed and not managed by Fairview 
Heights were considered. In addition, most public 
schools allow their outdoor recreation areas to be 
used by the public during non-school hours. As a 
result, public schools are given a ½-mile walking 
distance radius and included in the analysis.

This information was overlaid onto a map of the 
city which also considered some major pedestrian 
barriers such as interstate highways, which would 
greatly limit walk-ability. The map is shown in 
Figure 8 with transparent circles representing an 
assumed walkable radius around each park.

It is important to note that the service area circles 
do not consider the current condition of pedestrian 
facilities like complete sidewalk/trail networks 
and crosswalks. Many neighborhoods and roads 

in Fairview Heights lack these pedestrian friendly 
facilities which greatly limit the ability of residents 
to safely visit the parks, despite living close 
enough to normally walk.

Figure 8: Park Ser vice Area Map
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Looking at the Park Service Area Map, most of 
the city is covered by one or more of the service 
area circles which means they should have access 
to a close park. Three areas, unfortunately, are 
not covered and are indicated on the map in large 
red letters. These areas are either not covered or 
coverage needs additional explanation below:

A.	The NW corner of Fairview Heights along 
the bluffs does not have any parks within a 
walkable distance. This under served area is 
made up of mostly all older residential homes 
built along the winding, difficult bluff terrain.  
Many of the roads offer limited connectivity 
between each other which also limits the 
walkable impact of any potential new park in 
the area. Our recommendations for this area 
would be to build trails or greenways along 
Bunkum Road to better connect this area with 
other parks in the city.

B.	The area around Hwy 50 /Hwy 159 
intersection does not have any parks within 
walkable distance.  This area has been 
the central commercial district of the city, 
but in recent years due to the changing 
retail landscape, businesses have closed 
and vacated large parcels of land that are 
potential spaces for new emerging urban 
parks.

	 City parks and open space improve our 
physical and psychological health, strengthen 
our communities, and make our cities and 
neighborhoods more attractive places to live 
and work.

	 Numerous studies have shown the social, 
environmental, economic, and health 
benefits parks bring to a city and its people. 
For example, they attract tourists, serve 
as community signature pieces, offer a 
marketing tool for cities to attract businesses 
and conventions and host festivals, concerts 
and athletics events.

	 The is an excellent site for the City of Fairview 
Heights to re-develop urban concrete 
parking lots into usable community-centered 
spaces that compliment the commercial 
development.  A Farmer’s Market and/or 
community space with urban park elements 
should be explored and the city should 
take advantage of the numerous grant 
opportunities to purchase and develop an 
urban park.

C.	 The SE corner of the city does not have any 
city owned parks within walking distance. 
However, there are two non-city owned 
open spaces within walking distance that 

residents could use. To the NE is St. Ellen 
Mine Park, a county park with walking trails. 
In addition, Lakeview Memorial Gardens 
Cemetery is close by which has over 80 
acres of open space for passive walking or 
running.  Residents could gain easier access 
the cemetery if the city built a multi-use path 
along Frank Scott Parkway.
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RECREATION FACILITY INVENTORY

The recreation facility inventory compares the 
availability of various park and recreation facilities 
to standard benchmarks based on Fairview Heights 

population of 16,143. Each facility has its own 
benchmark that represents the standard demand 
for that facility.  The recreation facilities that were 

inventoried, the standard need for each, and the 
facility demand for the City of Fairview Heights are 
shown in Figure 9. 

Recreation Facility Recommended Standard 
Use for this Plan1

Facility 
Demand3

Fairview Heights 
Facility Inventory

Facility Need (Fairview 
Heights Facilities Only)

Other Facilities within 3-miles 
(shown at 1/2 actual quantity)

Facility Need (Including 
Facilities Owned by Others)

Park Land Acres (per 1000 people) 9.9 10 14.6 0 1,982 0

Trails (Miles) 9 9 3 6 14 0

Baseball / Softball Diamond (residents per field 4,645 3 4 0 23 0

Basketball (Residents per Court)  6,241 3 1 2 4 0

Community & Recreational Centers (Residents per 

Center)
17,645 1 1 0 2 0

Dog Park (Residents per park) 23,477 1 3 0 0 0

Football (Residents per field) 13,174 1 1 0 1 0

Golf Course (9 Hole) (Residents per Course)2 25,000 1 0 1 4 0

Lakes and Ponds (Residents per Acre)2 14,000 1 3 0 109 0 

Multi-Use Court (Residents per Court) 10,367 2 2 0 5 0

Outdoor Amphitheater (Residents per Amph.) 31,655 1 0 1 1 0

Aquatic Center (Residents per pool) 22,547 1 1 0 1 0

Picnic Area Shelter (Residents per Pavilion)2 2,000 8 11 0 15 0

Playground (Residents per playground) 3,231 5 7 0 15 0 

Skate Park (Residents per park) 43,026 0 0 0 1 0

Soccer Fields (Residents per field) 6,714 2 1 1 12 0

Tennis Courts (Residents per court) 4,980 3 2 1 4 0

Volleyball Courts (Residents per courts)2 10,795 1 4 0 0 0

Figure 9: Fair view Heights Park Faci l i ty  Needs 
1 Standards from 2022 NRPA unless noted  /   2 Standards from Planning Design Studio  /   3 Based upon Fair view Heights estimated 2020 population of  16,143
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The benchmark standards used in this analysis 
use the National Recreation and Parks Association 
(NRPA) 2022 Park Metrics.  The standards 
selected are an average taken from comparable 
communities to Fairview Heights with the following 
properties:

‣  Population less than 20,000

‣	 Park & Recreation Budgets between $1-$5 
Million

‣	 250 or Fewer Acres of Parkland

‣	 10-24 Full Time Employees (FTE)

‣	 Population Density Between 500 and 1,500 
per Square Mile

‣	 Cities Located in the Midwest

The first part of the analysis inventoried only 
facilities owned and managed by Fairview Heights. 
The results of this analysis show that Fairview 
Heights falls short of benchmark standards in 
about 1/3rd of the recreational categories. These 
categories include:

‣  Trails (need 6 miles)

‣  Basketball Courts (need 2 courts)

‣  Golf Course (need 1 course)

‣  Outdoor Amphitheaters (need 1)

‣  Soccer Fields (need 1 filed)

‣ Tennis Courts (need 1 court) Figure 10: List  of  Schools with in 3 miles of  Fair view Heights uses in this faci l i ty  Analysis

Like the park land analysis, a second part of the 
recreation facilities inventory included facilities 
managed by public entities other than the city of 
Fairview Heights. Facilities were surveyed at a 
distance within 3 miles from Fairview Heights.   
This also included facilities at public schools within 

the same 3-mile distance (see Figure 10). All 
non-Fairview Heights facilities were calculated at 
½ the actual quantity due to the assumption that 
they may not always be available to use by Fairview 
Heights residents. 

Grant Community Consolidated School District  /  #110
Illini Elementary School 
Grant Middle School

Wolf Branch School District  /  #113
Wolf Branch Elementary School 
Wolf Branch Middle School

Pontiac-William Holiday School District  /  #105
William Holiday Elementary School 
Pontiac Junior High School

O’Fallon Community Consolidated School District  /  #90 J. Emmett Hinchcliffe Sr. 
Elementary School

Collinsville Community School District  /  #10 Collinsville High School

Central School District  /  #104
Central Elementary School 
Joseph Arthur Middle School

O’Fallon Township High School OTHS Milburn Campus

East St. Louis School District  /  #189 Katie Harper-Wright Elementary
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It is important to know that while the NRPA 
benchmark analysis is a very effective tool at 
measuring the recreational needs of Fairview 
Heights, there are certain limitations in the 
analysis.  

Points to consider when considering the 
analysis regarding Fairview Heights:

‣  The benchmarks are based on an average of 
what is typically found in similar communities 
to Fairview Heights.  This works very well for 
most recreational activity types.  However, 
they do not accurately predict the needs for 

certain activities that are rapidly growing in 
popularity everywhere and where nearly every 
community surveyed is low in the facilities 
(which brings the recommended benchmark 
quantity down).  Two examples of this include 
Miles of Trails and Pickleball.  Pickleball is so 
new that it is not even surveyed yet and Trails/ 
Greenways are exploding in popularity and 
demand. The planning team finds that both 
activities are in very high demand and nearly 
every community visited throughout the 
region does not have an adequate amount of 
facilities to meet actual local demand.

‣	 Some recreation activities have specific 
requirements to play competition games that 
supersede the benchmark standards.  As 
one example, the benchmark for Volleyball 
does not differentiate between indoor courts 
and outdoor/sand volleyball.  Unfortunately, 
indoor and outdoor volleyball are practically 
2 different sports and outdoor sand courts 
do not make up for a lack of indoor courts, 
despite appearing to in the analysis. Also, 
official indoor games often require 2 courts 
minimum to play and having just 1 indoor 
court means official league play cannot occur.

LIMITATIONS OF THE BENCHMARK ANALYSIS
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PROGRAM STATEMENT/
CONCEPT PLAN

1.NEW PARK L AND CONSIDERATIONS

Based on information gathered during the Data 
Collection and Analysis phases, the planning team 
created a program statement to guide the Fairview 
Heights Parks and Recreation Master Plan and the 

Park’s Department’s future growth and expansion. 
It is summarized below. Note, the order of the 
items listed below does not indicate any priority for 
future implementation.

Opportunities for the acquisition of additional 
park land should continue to be a goal. When an 
opportunity presents itself, it should be evaluated 
based on the specific conditions of the potential 
site, along with the intended future recreation use 
prior to final acquisition. Additional considerations 
regarding new park land include:

A.	Explore a dedicated space for a Farmers Market 
at Hwy 50 / Hwy 159 in a new urban park.

B.	Additionally, confirm space is also allocated 
for park functions such as playgrounds, an 
amphitheater, and open space within the new 
urban park. 

C.	The City should evaluate entering into a 
long-term use agreement with the Caseyville 
Township for the use of the former Khoury 
League fields located off Bunkum Road next 
to City Hall.
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After reviewing the input received during the initial 
stages of the master planning process, maintaining 
the existing parks and facilities was determined to 
be a high priority. Therefore, the following items 
are included as part of the program statement for 
the existing parks in Fairview Heights.

A.	Moody Park: As the city’s premier park, focus 
on improvements critical to its mission that 
are in most need of updates. Considerations 
regarding Moody Park include:

i.	 Relocate the existing football field to the 
former ice rink site, developing that site as a 
destination football venue. 

ii.	 Develop a 5-year improvement plan to 
address the following items:

•	 Systematic reconstruction of all parking 
lots.

•	 Address and correct ADA issues 
throughout the park.

•	 Replace outdated restrooms near the 
football field and the recently constructed 
playground, with the goal being all 
restrooms in the park meet current ADA 
guidelines.

iii.	Develop the rolling land west of Ruby Lane 
for uses such as an 18-hole disc golf course, 
a bicycle pump track or mountain bike 
course.

iv.	Evaluate long-term future uses for central 
green space immediately west of open 
pavilion festival area. Potential uses could 
include rentable special event venue/
summer day camp, splash pad, or food truck 
venue.

2.MAINTENANCE AND IMPROVEMENT OF EXISTING FACILITIES/AMENITIES

v. Also explore this land for possible Sports 
Park with soccer, football, lacrosse, 
baseball/softball, and an aquatics center.

B.	Pleasant Ridge Park: Due to the outstanding 
natural resources of the park, improvements 
should focus on replacing and/or upgrading 
the existing facilities for enjoyment by all. 
Considerations regarding Pleasant Ridge Park 
include:

i.	 Determine public’s desire to save the 
existing log cabin. If desire to preserve the 
cabin is strong, identify potential partnering 
agency to spearhead the preservation 
effort, with the City’s assistance.

ii.	Systematically replace all existing comfort 
stations over a 3-year period.

iii.	Repurpose one pavilion area to create a 
scenic wedding venue.

iv.	Add roadside parking adjacent to the 
existing open dog area.

v.	Perform a trail assessment survey on 
nature trails and implement report 
recommendations.
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C.	The REC Complex: Improvements for 
the city’s newest park should focus on 
new improvements that compliment and 
expand the current offering at the facility. 
Considerations regarding The Rec Complex 
include:

i.	 Option #1: Consider adding an outdoor 
aquatic complex west of the existing Rec 
building.

ii.	Option #2: Expand gym to provide more 
space for indoor sports like volleyball, 
pickleball or indoor soccer.

iii.	Construct a permanent restroom building 
near the running track for use by non-
building members.

iv.	Lengthen walking path and route it through 
more of the property.

v.	Develop a practice field (soccer/lacrosse) 
and/or pickleball multi-purpose courts on 
the northwest side of the site.

D.	Old Lincoln Trail Park: Complete a series 
of improvements that will ultimately create a 
well-used neighborhood park. Considerations 
regarding Old Lincoln Trail Park include:

i.	 Perform needed maintenance activities such 
as property line fencing and tree care for 
the existing large legacy cottonwood tree. 

ii.	 Update/reconstruct existing restrooms, to 
bring the restrooms into ADA compliance.

iii.	Add additional fencing at road edge of park 
for better roadside legibility.

E.	French Village Park: Implement a series of 
improvement to encourage more use of this 
park. Considerations regarding French Village 
Park include:

i.	  Add a picnic pavilion and looping walking 
trail to expand the use of the park.

F.	Lexington Park: Provide improvements that 
allow this park to continue to serve the diverse 
needs of the immediate neighborhood. 
Considerations regarding Lexington Park 
include:

i.	 Consider adding a small picnic pavilion 
and shade trees to make the are more 
welcoming and usable.

G. Fox Creek Park: Focus on improvements 
that better define the park and improve on-
going maintenance. Considerations regarding 
Fox Creek Park include:

i.	  Add landscape improvements to provide 
more shade and better define the park 
space.
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3.OTHER FUTURE CONSIDERATIONS

A. Hiring of Additional Park & Recreation 
Staff:  As proposed new additions and 
improvements become reality, adding more 
park staff to operate and maintain the park 
assets will be of critical importance. Staff with 
experience in event management, turf/field 
management, horticulture, and forestry will 
provide noticeable benefits to the park system 
and larger Fairview Heights community.

B.	 Other: There is a private not-for-proift 
organization that will contribute to the 
recreation offerings of the community through 
a planned use of city-owned proerty at the 
intersection of Bunkum Road and Old Lincoln 
Trail adjacent to Grant Elementary School.  
The organiztion will lease land through the 
City for a proposed sculputre park.  

4.TRAIL CONSIDERATIONS

Trail improvements should focus on maximizing 
safe connections between parks. The planned 
Bunkum Road Trail is the first phase of a trail 
system intended to eventually link several parks in 
Fairview Heights.  Using the Trails & Transit Plan 
from the 2012 Comprehensive Plan and other trails 
currently planned as the starting point, several 
proposed future trail connections to parks are 
outlined below.

A.	 Reach: Bunkum Road to Pleasant Ridge Road
i.	 Trail Type: Local Trail
ii.	Parks Connected: The REC and Pleasant 

Ridge Park

B.	Reach: Old Lincoln Trail to Bunkum Road
i.	 Trail Type: Bike Route (On-Street)
ii.	Parks/Destinations Connected: Old Lincoln 

Trail Park and MetroLink Station

C.	Reach: Lincoln Trail to Bunkum Road
i.	 Trail Type: Bike Route (On-Street)
ii.	Parks Connected: Moody Park and Former 

Ice Rink site (Future Football Field Venue)

D.	 Although no current trail connections are 
planned to the following parks, future connection 
opportunities should continue to be investigated 
in order for these parks to be connected to the 
larger system.

i.	 French Village Park
ii.	Lexington Mini Park
iii.	Fox Creek Mini Park
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FUNDING & GENERAL 
ACTION PLAN

FUNDING / ACQUISITION SOURCES

The Fairview Heights Parks and Recreation Master 
Plan provides a strategy of meeting recreation 
needs for the next 10 years. Implementation of 
the plan is a long-term process that requires 
updates as improvements are made or demands 
change. It is suggested that Fairview Heights staff 

review the plan on a regular basis to maintain 
progress toward meeting the recommendations. 
The following section discusses implementation 
strategies that can assist the Parks Department 
effort to implement, fund, and accomplish the 
recommendations in this plan.

Once a parks master plan has identified 
improvements, identifying resources to implement 
the plan is the next critical path item  

to accomplish. The following information describes 
the traditional sources of funding that may be 
utilized to fund the plan implementation.

OVERVIEW
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PARKLAND DEDICATION ORDINANCE

Dedication of open space or payment of fees 
for park development by private developers can 
be negotiated in exchange for developmental 
considerations beyond those customarily permitted 
by planning and zoning requirements. Unless 
properly written and applied, a parkland dedication 
ordinance could result in a court challenge by 
a developer accusing the local government of 
illegally taking valuable land. To prevent this, the 
ordinance must provide that any land or funds will 
benefit the users of the new development. Fees in 
lieu of open space are used when it is not practical 
for a developer to donate land. An important 
aspect of parkland dedication is land quality.

Not every plot of ground is suitable for recreation. 
A typical ordinance will require that most of the 
land be dry, reasonably flat, and accessible by 
road. Some ordinances provide allowances for 
private recreation space. The idea is that the 
private amenities will reduce residents’ need to 
use local public parks. Restrictive covenants and 
maintenance agreements are usually part of the 
conditions for allowing private recreation space to 
be given allowance.

Another source of revenue for parks and 
recreation is through a foundation, such as a 
“Friends of the Parks” foundation. A Friends of 
the Parks foundation is classified as a community 
foundation, which build their endowments through 
contributions from several donors. They support 

charitable activities focused primarily on local 
needs. The advantages of a foundation include tax 
exemptions and tax deductibility. Illinois law must 
be consulted prior to inception in order to ensure 
compliance with local and national regulations 
governing the foundation.

FOUNDATIONS



65F A I R V I E W  H E I G H T S  P A R K S  &  R E C R E A T I O N    M A S T E R  P L A N

COOPERATIVE USE AGREEMENTS

A cooperative use agreement is an agreement 
between the school and parks department to share 
facilities. Both the school and parks department 
provide similar recreation facilities. By signing a 
cooperative use agreement, residents may use 
school facilities when not in use by the school. 
This agreement would allow the City to expand its 
available parkland without taking on any additional 
maintenance responsibilities. 

The City could impose a sales tax on retail sales 
within the city limits. Income generated from this 
tax could be used to fund capital improvements, as 
well as for general operations, maintenance, and 
management of the parks system.

As a practical matter, all over the nation 
communities are requiring users of some parks 
and recreation facilities to pay a daily permit or for 
facilities used on a seasonal basis. This is primarily 
true of costly indoor recreation facilities and large 

labor-intensive outdoor facilities such as ballfield 
complexes and aquatic facilities that have high 
staffing and maintenance obligations. The goal of 
the operation and management of these facilities is 
to generate income sufficient to meet or exceed the 

cost of staff to operate and maintain them, and if 
possible, establish a profit margin that can support 
future improvements and expansions.

SALES TAX

USER FEES
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BONDS

LEASE / PURCHASE FINANCING

PUBLIC / PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP (PPP)

HOTEL, MOTEL AND RESTAURANT TAX

The City could utilize its bonding capacity to place 
a bond referendum on the ballot. With successful 
passage, the City can sell bonds to raise capital for 
development / repair / improvements to the park 
system. Taxes are raised appropriately to retire the 
bond over the term of the bond. The bond money 
typically is available in a lump sum and used on 
the projects for which it was identified. Likewise, 
there is a time frame under which the bond money 
must be committed for use or it can be forfeited. 
The following are three types of bonds that may be 
considered for recreation facility funding.

‣  General Obligation Bonds – Bonded 
indebtedness issued with the approval of 
the electorate for capital improvements and 
general public improvements and, usually, 
requires a general increase in property tax.

‣  Industrial Development Bonds - Specialized 
revenue bonds issued on behalf of privately 
owned, self-supporting facilities.

‣  Revenue Bonds - Bond used for capital 
projects which will generate revenue for debt 
service where fees can support repayment of 
the bond.

Facilities for public use can be financed and built 
through an entity separate from the municipality 
– either another public entity, a non-profit 
corporation set up for that purpose, a bank or 
leasing company, or joint powers authority. 
There are several types of lease purchase 
funding mechanisms, including certificates of 
participation in which investors can purchase tax 

free investments in the leased facility, and sales 
leaseback, which is a means for public entities to 
sell an existing facility to a separate entity such as 
a nonprofit organization, an investor, or a group 
of investors. Improvements can be made by the 
separate entity who then leases the facility back to 
the public entity for an agreed to period of time and 
interest rate.

PPPs can be used to develop expensive projects 
like sports complexes, community centers or ice 
rinks that have development costs beyond the 
means of a community. With a PPP project, the 
public entity develops a relationship with a private 

enterprise to jointly fund, construct and operate 
a recreation facility. In some cases, the public 
entity contributes the land that can be used for the 
facility and there may be tax advantages involved 
for the partnership.

The Hotel, Motel and Restaurant tax is based on 
gross receipts from charges and meal services or 
a per-room / night rate and may be used to build 
and operate golf courses, tennis courts, and other 

special park and recreation facilities or be put to 
use in general park operations. The advantage 
to such a tax source is that virtually all of it is 
generated by visitors, not local residents.

SPECIAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT / BENEFIT DISTRICT

These taxing districts are established to provide 
funds for certain types of improvements, which 
benefit a specific group of affected properties. 
Improvements may include landscaping, erection 

of fountains, acquisition of art, and supplemental 
services for improvement and promotion, including 
recreation and cultural enhancements.
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ILLINOIS BICYCLE PATH GRANT PROGRAM

LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND (LWCF/L AWCON)

GRANTS

OSL AD

The Bicycle Path Grant program assists with up 
to 50% of the costs for acquisition, construction, 
and rehabilitation of public, non-motorized bicycle 
paths and directly related support facilities. 
Revenue for the program comes from a percentage 

of vehicle title fees collected pursuant to Section 
3-821(f) of the Illinois Vehicle Code. The primary 
objective of this grant is the development of bicycle 
paths and trails for safe and enjoyable use by the 
public.

The federal LWCF program providing up to 50% 
project funding assistance, was the first local 
recreation grant program undertaken in Illinois. 
It has provided $100 million over 30 years to 
local agencies in Illinois for land acquisition and 

development of public parks and recreation areas. 
As of August 2020, the program was fully and 
permanently funded by Congress and signed by the 
presented with the passage of the Great American 
Outdoor Act.

Grant funding programs have been available at 
both the state and federal levels. Some of these 
grants are listed below. The State of Illinois 
also maintains a list of agencies offering grant 

programs. This information can be accessed from 
the following link:  
https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/GATA/Grants/
SitePages/CSFA.aspx

The OSLAD program provides up to 50% of funding 
assistance for land acquisition and development 
projects that serve a wide range of open space and 
recreation purposes. A portion of the state’s real 
estate transfer tax serves as a dedicated funding 
source. OSLAD is the largest grant program that 
assists communities in meeting their diverse 

recreational needs. It focuses on providing basic 
close-to-home recreational opportunities, 
including land for parks and facilities like ballfields 
and playgrounds. OSLAD also supports the 
renovation of existing recreational facilities since 
aging infrastructure has become a major problem 
in many communities. 

RECREATION TRAILS PROGRAM (RTP)

The federal “Recreational Trails Program” 
(RTP), was created through the National 
Recreational Trail Fund Act (NRTFA) as part of 
the Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency 
Act of 1991 (ISTEA) and reauthorized by the Safe, 
Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation 
Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU). 
This program provides funding assistance for 
acquisition, development, rehabilitation and 
maintenance of both motorized and non-motorized 
recreation trails. By law, 30% of each states’ 
RTP funding must be earmarked for motorized 
trail projects, 30% for non-motorized trail 
projects and the remaining 40% for multi-use 
(diversified) motorized and non-motorized trails 
or a combination of either. The RTP program can 
provide up to 80% federal funding on approved 
projects and requires a minimum 20% non-
federal funding match. Applications for grant 
assistance must be received by IDNR no later 
than March 1 of each calendar year. Awards are 
generally announced within 180 days following the 
application deadline date. Examples of eligible 
project activities include:

‣  Trail construction and rehabilitation

‣  Restoration of areas adjacent to trails 
damaged by unauthorized trail uses

‣  Construction of trail-related support facilities 
and amenities

‣  Acquisition from willing sellers of trail 
corridors by easements or simple title.
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PARK AND RECREATIONAL FACILITIES CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM (PARC)

ITEP FUNDS

A program under Illinois DNR provides grants to 
eligible local governments for park and recreation 
unit construction projects and land acquisition. 
Grant amounts range from $25,000 to $2,500,000 
and covers 75% of capital project cost for most 
applicants, 90% of capital project cost for 
Disadvantaged Communities. PARC grants must 
be used for “bondable” or “brick and mortar” 
projects. Eligible projects include demolition, 
site preparation and improvements, utility work, 
reconstruction or improvement of existing buildings 

or facilities, expansion of buildings/facilities and 
new construction of structures for indoor/outdoor 
recreation.

Land acquisition projects for public park recreation 
and conservation purposes include acquisition 
of land for the following: to construct new public 
recreation buildings, structures and facilities; 
to expand existing public recreation buildings, 
structures and facilities; general park purposes 
such as regional, community, and neighborhood 

parks and playfields; frontage on public surface 
waters for recreation use; open space/conservation 
purposes to protect floodplains, wetlands, natural 
areas, wildlife habitat, and unique geologic and 
biologic features, and additions to such areas. 
The priority of the program is the renovation or 
construction of indoor recreation facilities since 
they are not eligible under other IDNR grant 
programs.

On December 4, 2015, the federal transportation 
bill, Fixing America’s Surface Transportation 
Act, or “FAST Act” was signed into law. The 
FAST Act replaced the MAP-21 Transportation 
Alternatives Program (TAP) with a set-aside 
of Surface Transportation Block Grant (STBG) 
Program funding for transportation alternatives 
authorized under Section 1109 of the FAST Act 
(23 U.S.C.133(h). 20 ILCS 2705-615 establishes 
supplemental state funding, set aside from the 

Road Fund, for projects in the categories of 
pedestrian and bicycle facilities and the conversion 
of abandoned railroad corridors to trails. At least 
25% of projects funded will be directed toward 
projects in high-need communities and the local 
matching funds required shall be determined based 
on a sliding scale based on the Community Map 
score. Applicants may apply for up to $2,000,000 
maximum per project in ITEP funds.
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IMPLEMENTATION 
STRATEGIES

It is reasonable to assume that the successful 
implementation of the master plan will be achieved 
by utilizing a combination of the previously 
mentioned funding sources. For the largest and 
most costly projects, the use of bonds, leveraged 
bonds, or similar municipal financing is the most 
realistic. This method permits access to a large 
sum of money to complete the project in the 
shortest possible time frame, thus making the 
improvement available to the community in the 
near future. The amount of the bond should be 
fixed to ensure sufficient funds are generated 
from the sales tax to not only retire the bonds, 
but also provide for some level of operations and 
maintenance, as well as finance other smaller 
capital improvements to be completed by city staff 
on a labor and materials basis. 

The small to medium projects should be funded 
by other sources such as grants, donations, and 
self-help activities. It is not possible at this time 
to identify a specific source for every project in the 
master plan as this is an interactive process that 
needs to be undertaken by city officials. On larger 
facilities, maximizing the programming potential in 
terms of events, tournaments, clinics, league play, 
etc., with the goal of recouping the cost of staffing, 
operation, and maintenance, should be the goal of 
funding the ongoing costs of these facilities.

OVERVIEW
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FORMAL PL AN ADOPTION PHASING

ONGOING CONSENSUS BUILDING

DEVELOPMENT OF PLAN 
CHAMPIONS

The first action item the City should seek to 
accomplish is support of the Plan, and the formal 
adoption of the plan by the City Council. This gives 
the plan legitimacy and spreads the responsibility 
for it implementation throughout the municipal 
organization.

Completing recommendations in phases that can 
be implemented over time is a prudent approach 
to implementation. The focus of “priority” phases 
should be on improvements that have the most 
impact or highest priority among the residents or 
on improvements that improve the health, safety 
and welfare of the park users.

Recommendations that are not critical to park 
operations or usability, but nonetheless are 
desired aspects to the system, can be constructed 
later. Meanwhile, essential park elements can be 

constructed to serve residents in the near term. 
This approach allows the city to show results 
toward the improvements of the park system and 
can create a favorable climate toward future parks 
and recreation spending. By phasing the various 
components of the master plan, the City will see 
recognizable improvement in the park system 
that would not be otherwise realized if it waited to 
implement each facility or component under an “all 
or nothing” method.

It is important that consensus building continue 
throughout implementation of the plan. An 
informed public with “knowledge” and “ownership” 
in the plan will help keep the process moving 
forward.

The City should continue to promote and 
encourage secondary support groups to champion 
the implementation of the Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan.
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THE ACTION PLAN

PILOT PROJECT

The Action Plan focuses on three levels of action 
for implementing various aspects of the plan based 
on the preferred time frame for realization. These 
three levels are: Priority Project, Mid Term Projects 
and Long Term Projects. The Priority List covers 
implementation of the projects from years 2023-
2025. These are listed in Figure 10 and will be 
the first aspects of the Master Plan addressed in 

the future. Note that the Priority Projects are not 
listed in priority order and that any priority project 
may be pre-empted by a strategic land acquisition 
opportunity. The Mid Term project list includes 
projects anticipated to occur between years 2026-
2030 and these are shown in Figure 11. Long Term 
projects are planned to occur in years 2030-2034 
and these are included in Figure 12.

Starting off with one complete, high impact project 
can increase visibility and community support 
for the Parks and Recreation Master Plan. In 
this strategy, the master plan recommendations 
are fully implemented at one time, early in the 
implementation process. The project should 
be highly visible and increase the recreational 

opportunities in the City. This creates tangible 
results that the community can observe and 
immediately start to utilize. This can build 
momentum for the plan and help to recruit 
champions that will support and advocate for the 
plan’s full implementation.
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Pleasant Ridge 
Park

• Replace all restrooms.
• Create a scenic wedding 

venue.
• Determine public’s desire 

to save the log cabin.
• Add roadside parking near 

dog run area.

New Urban 
Park

• Farmers Market
• Food Truck Park
• Playground
• Amphitheater
• Splash Pad

• Add picnic pavilion 
& loop walking trail.

• Clear honeysuckle 
and level top of hill 
to open up park.

Moody Park

French Village 
Park

• Add small picnic 
pavilion.

• Add shade trees 
along road.

Lexington
 Park

• Add shade trees and 
shrubs along E/W 
property lines to 
define park 
boundaries.

Fox Creek
 Park

• Replace restroom to 
meet ADA.

• Add ornamental 
fence along road.

• Add loop walking 
trail.

Old Lincoln 
Trail Park

• Relocate football field to the 
former ice rink site.

• Develop the land west of Ruby 
Ln. for trails, disk golf, biking. 

• Replace outdated restrooms to 
meet ADA and all-season use.

• Correct ADA issues throughout 
park.

• Evaluate future use of central 
green space.

• Reconstruct parking lots.

Rec Complex

• Either add outdoor aquatic 
center or expand gym 
west of existing building.

• Add restroom next to 
track.

• Develop practice field or 
multi-purpose courts in 
NW field.

FAIRVIEW HEIGHTS 
PARKS & RECREATION MASTER PLAN
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THE REC COMPLEX BUDGET ESTIMATES FIGURE 10

PLEASANT RIDGE PARK BUDGET ESTIMATES FIGURE 11

Improvement Order of Magnitude Cost

Add Gym $2 Mil-$2.5 Mil

Add Aquatic Center $5 Mil-$6.5 Mil

Add restroom next to track $200K-$250K

Develop Practice Field or multi-purpose courts $650K-$750K

Add crosswalk (No signalization) $18K-$25K

Expand walking path $170K-$190K

Pickleball Courts (3) w/Shade $150K

Improvement Order of Magnitude Cost

Replace all restrooms (2) $700K-$850K

Replace all pavilions (3) $750K-$900K

Create scenic wedding venue $500K-$550K

Log cabin preservation (exterior only) $350K-$400K

Roadside parking near dog run $40K-$65K

Replace playground $400K-$475K

Figure 11

Figure 10

NOTE:  THESE ESTIMATES DO NOT INCLUDE A 20% CONTINGENCY OR 15% DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION SERVICES FEES ON TOP OF THE COSTS PLUS CONTINGENCY.
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MOODY PARK BUDGET ESTIMATES FIGURE 12

NEW URBAN PARK BUDGET ESTIMATES

FOX CREEK PARK BUDGET ESTIMATES

Improvement Order of Magnitude Cost

Prepare ADA Compliance Report to correct ADA issues throughout park $25-$30K

Replace all restrooms (2) $700K-$850K

Pickleball Courts (3) w/Shade Patio $150K

Solve drainage problems and reconstruct small playground $350K-$400K

Reconstruct parking lots (2 ) $190K-$220K

Evaluate future use of central green space site plan $25K-$30K

Football field relocation to ice rink site plan $20-$30K

Moody Plus/Ruby Lane west area site plan $25-$35K

 Park Maintenance & Public Works Secure Compound(Phased)  $600K-$700K

Improvement Order of Magnitude Cost

Community City Center/Farmers Market/Food Truck $5 Mil-$6.5 Mil.

Destination & Multi-Generational Playground $750-$1.0 Mil.

Amphitheater $750-$1.0 Mil.

Splash Pad $650K-$780K

Improvement Order of Magnitude Cost

Add shade trees along E/W property Line < $5K

Figure 12

NOTE:  THESE ESTIMATES DO NOT INCLUDE A 20% CONTINGENCY OR 15% DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION SERVICES FEES ON TOP OF THE COSTS PLUS CONTINGENCY.
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OLD LINCOLN TRAIL PARK BUDGET ESTIMATES FIGURE 13

FRENCH VILL AGE PARK BUDGET ESTIMATES FIGURE 14

LEXINGTON PARK BUDGET ESTIMATES FIGURE 15

Improvement Order of Magnitude Cost

Replace restroom to meet ADA $350-$425K

Repair fence along back of homes $25-$30K

Add ornamental Fence along road $25-$30K

Add loop walking trail $195K-$220K

Improvement Order of Magnitude Cost

Add small picnic pavilion $65-$70K

Add loop walking trail $150K-$200K

Clear Honeysuckle and level top of hill $125K-$155K

Improvement Order of Magnitude Cost

Add small picnic pavilion $70-$75K

Add shade trees along road < $5K

Figure 13

Figure 14

Figure 15

NOTE:  THESE ESTIMATES DO NOT INCLUDE A 20% CONTINGENCY OR 15% DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION SERVICES FEES ON TOP OF THE COSTS PLUS CONTINGENCY.
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APPENDIX  |  MEETING SIGN IN SHEETS/COMMENTS
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APPENDIX  |  MEETING SIGN IN SHEETS/COMMENTS
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APPENDIX  |  PARK ASSESMENT SHEETS
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APPENDIX  |  PARK ASSESMENT SHEETS
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APPENDIX  |  PARK ASSESMENT SHEETS
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APPENDIX  |  PARK ASSESMENT SHEETS
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APPENDIX  |  PARK ASSESMENT SHEETS
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APPENDIX  |  PARK ASSESMENT SHEETS
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APPENDIX  |  PARK ASSESMENT SHEETS
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APPENDIX  |  PARK ASSESMENT SHEETS
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APPENDIX  |  PARK ASSESMENT SHEETS
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APPENDIX  |  PARK ASSESMENT SHEETS
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APPENDIX  |  PARK ASSESMENT SHEETS
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APPENDIX  |  PARK ASSESMENT SHEETS
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APPENDIX  |  PARK ASSESMENT SHEETS
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APPENDIX  |  PARK ASSESMENT SHEETS



92F A I R V I E W  H E I G H T S  P A R K S  &  R E C R E A T I O N    M A S T E R  P L A N

APPENDIX  |  PARK ASSESMENT SHEETS
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APPENDIX  |  PARK ASSESMENT SHEETS
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APPENDIX  |  SURVEY - OPEN END COMMENTS
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APPENDIX  |  SURVEY - OPEN END COMMENTS
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APPENDIX  |  SURVEY - OPEN END COMMENTS
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APPENDIX  |  SURVEY - OPEN END COMMENTS
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APPENDIX  |  SURVEY - OPEN END COMMENTS
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APPENDIX  |  SURVEY - OPEN END COMMENTS
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APPENDIX  |  PARK IMPROVEMENTS BUDGET ESTIMATES

The City of Fairview Heights Parks & Recreation 
Master Plan was funded with the assistance of the 

Metro East Park and Recreation Planning Grant.


